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4 enn 

1 8 C15 great Pity to ſee the Extravagan- 

ki PI) cies into which Enthuſiaſm leads 
— P ſome of our Species, and the Af- 

9 fronts daily done to the Dignity of 

1 : our Nature by that Means. 


A. Enthuſiaſm is a Compliment that 
differing Sects are always ready to 
pay to heir Oppoſites, upon their 
appearing Heroick in the Oppoſition, 
| while none can be found ready to accept of it. But, what 
4 is the Folly, or even Wickedneſs, that Men have not been 
| of, under the Pretext of Conſcience ? Every one is 
very ready to aſſume this to himſelf, but not ſo willing to 
Pp allow it to another that differs from him ; which makes 
me fear it is bur a Pretence on all Hands. 

EX. But this ſhould perſwade you, That all are 9554 

there is ſuch a Thing as Conſcience, and that it is a good 

5 Thing, which, even they who ridicule the Pretence to it in 
others, would be thought themſelves to have. | 

There is a Dread of the Deity, and of eternal Judgment, 
* WF viich, however Men may endeavour to divert, they can- 

not wholly cxtirpate out of their Minds. | This 1 is ſuppoſed 


A 2 | in 


they ſee with their Eyes, without the Idea of a great Con- 
trivance, which neceſſarily implies a Contriver. And one 


where. That Mens Conſciences are miſerably miſguided ii 


ET 1 

in all the Tricks of Politicians about Religion. And it is A 
not the caſieſt Thing in the World to perſwade the worſt of Near 
Men to practiſe what they firmly believe will expoſe them & 
to the diviiie Judgment, without any Hope of Impunity. Phi. 
Bur, when we are ſo far impoſed upon, as to imagine Actions Pity 
that are moſt fooliſh, or even wicked, to be agreeable to the ta 
Deity, then we can be conſcientiouſly fooliſh or wicked. Tre 
O. I ſhall not inſiſt on the Name Enthuſiaſm, though I "the 
would think it well beſtowed on any who ſhould imagine Mr 


that Mankind can be without ſome Religion or other. The 


moſt ſtupid of the Race cannot look on this World, which Wor 
þ 
$a 
needs no more but hear two of the baſeſt of the Croud he 
ſcolding together, to convince him, that the very Dregs ol 
Mankind are not deſtitute of all Senſe of the Turpe & hone- ut 
uM: | WE - ; 
f A. Yes. And what is Turpe in one Country is Honeſftur: 
in another, or even in the ſame Country at different Times, bp [1 
So it may be, as to ſome Things, ſuch as poſitive In- 
ſtitutions, but not ſo with reſpect to all. And fome Thing: WM 
may be held lawful and allowable, arid encouraged on ſom: 
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Accounts, notwithſtanding their Turpitude; but they can 


not appear comely and honeſt in the ſame View wherein their 
Turpitude is ſeen. But, however Mankind may differ as to 
Particulars, it is enough to the Point, that they all agree in 
the general Senſe of Right and Wrong, and that ſome N 
Characters muſt be approved, and ſome condemned every 


innumerable Inſtances, I freely own; But ill it is tov 
manifeſt to be denied, that there is Conſcience in Man. 2 
A. Lou are ſo very abſtract, and diſtinguiſh ſo nicely in 
Defence of this great Director and Guide, that I would be e 
content to hear you a little further, on the Subject of its 
being liable to be ſo much miſguided. | | 1 
O Tar needs ro more Abſtractneſs or Niceneſs of Diſtin- 


| ction, but this, That Men either miſtake their own par- Pre 


tial Reaſon ings for the faithful Verdict of their Conſciences, e 


or ſubject their Conſciences to other Guides that miſlead WV 


them. But, as you like not my Abſtractneſs, I would ra- 0 


ther ſpeak of a particular Inſtance that I had in my Eye * . 


when I was complaining of Enthuſiaſm. dl 
ME. * An 


/ 8 * , 5 e 


A. An Inſtance of a miſguided Conſcience !. Pray let ud 


if | ear it. 1 | | 35 
n. You know the little Sect that has appeared of late, 
y. Which I would not tbink worth the noticing, but for the 
is Pity that's due to any of the human Kind, when they run 


to ſuch Ways of Superſtition, as reflect on human Na- 
re, and create Diſturbance to themſelves and all about 
hem. This whimſical People flick at nothing, be it never 


1c Wridiculous or uneaſy to themſelves and others, in their 
ie ay of Religion; wherein they yet appear very conſcien- 


tained. But, ſeeing they do not aim at raiſing any Com- 


N- | ! i 
g Potions in the State, and have no Power, though they had 
ne Mind, to alter the Conſtitution and Eftabliſhment of the 


- ZEburch, I cannot but look on it as a great Weakneſs in 
ny to be diſturbed or uneaſy with a People who are, in all 
Wecelpects, ſo inconſiderable: For, though the Reſentment 
Fa proud injured Clergy-man, be, without Doubt, at 
IV ork in this Caſe, yet it does not work here in the Ways 
herein it has given the greateſt Diſturbances to the World; 

Put in a Way wherein it may be eaſily ſubdued by Neglect. 
. What you ſay, has been, and may be again; Bur, 
you cannot well deny that there is ſomething odd in this 


1 1 


4g | 

== 1 

9 * 
. 


in Matter, and out of the common Ways wherein the Reſent- 
be Pent of ambirious Clergy-men works, I Kill inſiſt, That a 
its Mpiſguided Conſcience muſt be in the Caſe: For, if the Ho- 


Four of being thought conſciencious were the Spring of all 


in. „Meir peculiar Motions, they would not take every Step that 
zr- Procures the Diſeſteem and Hatred of the greateft Preten- 
es, {ers to Conſcience among whom they live; They would 
ad hun all Appearance of Agreement with any who are rec- 
a- Foned Malignants againſt the godly Party, or looſe in their 
ye Principles; They would be leſs ſevere upon one another's 
4 Faults than they ſeem to be; and, in ſhort, their _ 
n 1 2 A 


— — —— 
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ud would be more regulated by Elle em than I can perceive 


Multitude? Yea, and they may be perſwaded, that the 


: _ 0 1. , bo of 
thers than on ourſelves; yea, and that we may be induc'd to hy 


the remaining Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of our darling Lult; en 


1 * 


C ] 


IT 18. 32-75; 
X. Iexen fuſpe@ they give yourſelf ſome Diſquiet. But, 
may you not account for this Phenomenon, by a frightful Idea 
they may have got of the State of Mankind, with Rete. 
rence to the Judgment of GOD, and of the Courſe of the 
Muktitude, as diſpleaſing to him, and inconſiſtent with the Fr 
common Pretence of Love to him, and Regard to his Law, 
fo that they cannot think themſelves ſafe in the Way of the 
further they go from them, and the more they are, con- 
demn'd by them, they are the more approven of Gd Mi 
©: It is poſſible; but if they be in the Panick with the 
Courſe of the Multitude, fo as to think they cannot fly 10 % 
tar from it, 1 ſhouid then expect to ſee them acting the 
Reverſe of the common Actions of Life. 7 


9 
* 


X. It mult be the Rule by which they diſcover the Cor 
ruption of the Multitude, that directs their Conſciences in 
diſtering from them; and ſo they can go no further in Op- 
es to the common Courſe, or in receiving Oppoſition 
rom it, than that Rule directs them, if they be acting co 
ſcientioufly. | n 
A. Iucver ſaw Men pretend Conſcience and Zeal for Gol 
uniformly ; they always take Care of ſome darling Appc- I 
tires to have them gratify'd, when their Cenſurcs are molt Me 
ſevere on others, and even when they are in ſome Things 
moſt ſcyere on themitlves. e 0 
X. Let ic ve true, that we are more readily ſevere on o- 


5 . * . . . 2 8 8 
Severity on ourſelves in ſome Things, to quiet our Minds in 


yet this diſcovers ſome Action of Conſcience, tho miſguid- Ws 1 


od, and ſhews that the worſt of us are not wholly free of Wn 


it. After all your Inſinuations againſt it, I perſwade myſeif o 
it can give you ſome Uneaſineſs upon Occaſions. And if We 


* 


you ſhall trace your Arguings againſt it to their proper Mh. 


Source, I doubt not but you'll find them to be the Fruits of lie 


an Effort in your Mind to ſhake off that ſame Dread of 3 ſve 


Deity, and of eternal Judgment, which yet forces itſelf in 
upon you at Times, in ſpite of all your Arguments. Pre 

©. How miſcrable and how inhumane muſt that Mind be, nd 
thar cannot be caſy without a Perſwaſion, That there 15 no Run 
Fi. EY | Conſcience, ill 


+ ©: 


ſcience, no Truth nor Goodneſs to be fourd in Man! 


„ ut 1 was wanting to be inform'd of the Rule that directs 
ea ne Conſciences of that People, and how they are led into 
| I1 the ridiculous Practices and Ways of Thinking, that 

C = 


Kender them unfit for the Society of Mankind. Wink 
A Whether Mah be naturally ſociable or not, I ſhall. 
"ever believe that to be Conſcience that . diſturbs. So- 


ow X Wicked Society, if you mean, you are at a Contradic- 
on. But you forget what I have been ſaying, That it is 
"Ke Conviction they may have of the Judgment of God 
Fainſt the Courſes of the Society which they withſtand, 
Hat makes them differ, and ſo they act conſcientiouſly in 
e Difference. 5 | 1 
0. 1 look on myſelf as a middle Perſon *twixt- you Two, 
or- ho cannot be ſoon brought together; and 1 muſt, in 
in he mean Time, have a ſatisfying Anſwer to my Queſtion. 
b. KX. Suppoſe then, they had only Nature's Light for 
heir Rule, and ir were poſſible for them to attempt to 
„ Falk up to it in all Things, would not this be an Attempt 
Jo ditter from the Bulk of Mankind, yea, and even from 
0d Aheſe Men who ſhew no ſmall Zeal for what they call the 
bei. Fight of Nature, as it were in Oppoſition to the Chriſtian 
10% Revelation? F | 
05 Tell me, do you not think that an Endeavour after the 
Pricteſt Conformity to the Law of Nature, would make 
1 0- {Mankind unealy? For, not to ſpeak of Envy, tho* Men 
110 geglect their Duty, aud do wrong, they love net to have 
> WW told them that they are doing fo; and a practical Diffe- 
ils; Wence from us in being more conſcientious than we, makes 
aid gs uneaſy ; becauſe it is the moſt effectual Way of decla- 


ay ing us guilty before God in that wherein we imagin'd he 
14 g ould excuſe us; much more will we be uneaſy, when we 
N 


e any, in the Fear of God's Diſpleaſure, flying ſrom that 

Fherein we imagin'd he approve us; ſo that we are o- 
9 liged, for our own Eaſe, to perſwade ourſelves, that, how- 
ver Conſcience be pretended in Oppoſition to us, there is 
*Wpdced no Conſcience in the Caſe. And tho? the natural 
Pread of a Deity makes ſome Form of Religion neceſlary, 
d there muſt be ſome Reftraint of vicious Appetites in 
Puman Society; yet the Bulk of Mankind never did, nor 
„ell, while this. World ſtands, tamely ſuffer ſuch 3 


EF 


— 


9770 e ee, 
9. All this Diſcourſe goes on the Suppoſition, That th 


Deity is as oppoſite as he is good. And ſee ing there is ail 
infinke Oppoſition betwixt the Deity and the leaſt Devi 


Pn: 9 ve: 5 
of God and his Judgment, to prevail and take Place amoi 
them in Practice, as leave no Room for the Fulftlment Mi 
their beloved Luſts. Fo f Pe 


Law of Nature is againft Nature, and a Burden said on thi 
human Conftitution which it is not able to bear; and tha 
the Deity is a malignant Being, that delights in the Unea the 
ſineſs of his Creatures, and cannot bear with their Frail 
ties: Whereas, when we attempt to think of the Deity, wil 


| 


loſe ourſelves in the Thoughts of infinite Goodneſs, where 


with it is impoſſible to reconcile ſuch frightful Notion t 


of him and ' his Laws as I perceive you are inſinus 


4 I ſuppoſe no other Notion of the Deity but that 99 
infinite Goodneſs, and let his Law be the Rule of our Con 
formity to his Goodneſs; but then, the leaft Diſconformiij 
to that Law muſt have a Malignity in it, to which th 
dn 

| 


> 
LY 


c 
| 
1 


tion from his Law, I can far leſs imagine a Poſſibility af 
Reconciliation betwixt him and the leaſt Sin, than 1 ci 


think of a Reconciliation of the pureſt Light with Dark Mir 


neſs. And ſo I may alſo ſay, That the leaft true Ende: t 


vour after Conformity to the Law of God, muſt be fo fi 


an Attack upon all Sin, and make a Difterence in thc: 


Does not God pour out the Riches of his Goodneſs one: 
Sinners every Day?! — If, as you are inſinuating 


mould then his Goodneſs lead Sinners to Repentancſ 
which, at this Rate, would make him irreconcileable ll 


World, unleſs you will ſet all the World upon the ſam e 


Endeavour, even a Difference as between Light an | 


- Darkneſs. 


©. Metaphyſicks in Perfection! and againſt plain Fat x 


he cannot but appear infinitely oppoſite to Sin, hoy 


Sinners? 3 1 SV ↄ RR 
X. Let it paſs for Metaphyſicks, till you be willing Y 
underſtand it, and able to anſwer it; but, as there 


no Reaſoning againſt Fact, it is likewiſe moſt plain Faces 


that all the common Inſtances of the Divine Goodneſs " 


- 


- they maſt certainly iflue in a terrible Stroke or IX 


ward Man in this Life, are working together to put " Jy 
End to that ſame Lite which they ſeem to uphold, nd 


1.3 


ifConfitution, carrying in it a fearful Preſage of future Pu- 
t iſnment on his immortal Part, for his Abuſe of the Goods 

eſs ot GOD. 1 f | S 
th It is no leſs plain Fact, that we do not walk up, in all 
things, and at all Times, to what we ourſelves muſt own to 
thi right Reaſon, or to the Law of Nature; which muſt 
nea thc — be a Burden that our Conſtitution, as it ſtands, 
ral not bear; or, if it can bear it, what muſt we be in the 
e of infinite Goodneſs, who can conform ourſelves to the 
ere aw that's the Rule of Conformity to that Goodneſs, and 
ion t will not? | | 8 E 

And when I think of the Law of the infinitely good Being, 
Muſt, of Neceſſity, have ſome Apprehenſion of the ink 
e Majeſty and Authority of that Being, which muſt be ac- 
Jon 0 9 me in all my Obedience to his Law, ſo far 


mit it is Obedience; What then muſt be the Conſequence 
th my entertaining light Thoughts of the leaſt Tranſgreſ- 
s n of his Law, in whom I live, and move, and have my 
evi ing? | 55 | | 


he infinite Oppoſition of the divine Goodneſs to Sin, 
cahich certainly is in the World, cannot appear but by punts 
Wing Sin infinitely. But I know you will not eaſily admit the 
nde: Notlon of infinite Mercy to Sinners, and the infinite Oppo- 
o fi ion of the divine Goodneſs to all Sin, both diſplayed at 
Pee in the Salvation of Sinners by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt. 
e. Becauſe ir ftrikes againſt his Goodneſs in pardoning 
= Pcnitent, and againſt his Juſtice in puniſhing every one 
his own Fault. , p | 
K. As you muſt own the Law knows no Repentance, fo, 
ſs ofFecar, your Way of arguing will ſet aſide a Providence, to- 
atingſWther with the Chriſtian Scheme: For, where do you ſee 
hoWepentance mend the Matter with them who are reduced to 
ranopridly Miſery by their own Fault? And do you not ſee 
m daily relieved at the Expence and Loſs of others? 
It, if every one be puniſhed for his own Fault, I ſce not 
ling iw any one can eſcape Puniſhment. | 
ere . It cannot appear, from any Thing we ſee, that Good 
Faches not prevail in the whole Syſtem of Things; for there 


eſs we the ene Preſumptions that it does. And whatever 
put iu have to object from the dark Side of Things, may be a- 
old, Mandantly anfwered in a future State, where all will be ſer 


en ® ö Rights. Ty | 
Co 


— < 


B x. While | 


. 1 10 | | 
X. While you admir not Revelation, borrow nothing] 
from it, I beg of you. And now, that you are come to 
your Suppoſitions, I'll enter my Diſſent againſt your ſuppo- 
ſing any Thing but what is evidently founded in what youth 
ſee ; and ſo you muſt ſhew me, that, as far as you ſee into 
the Syſtem of Things, Good prevails in it, before you ſay Þ 


4 


any more of Goodnels, againſt the Chriftian Scheme, which 
diſplays the divine Goodneſs in an aftuniſhing Manner, and 
leads Sinners effectually to Repentance. | = 
A. Allow me to ſay you are as far from your Point a. 
you were; but, if you incline to ſpend your Time on what . 
now lies before you, I foreſee the middle Perſon muſt be en- 
gaged in Difficulties that will oblige him to take to one of, 
the Sides. - | ; = 
SO. l can be preſſed with no ſuch Difficulties where 
ſtand, as theſe I muſt be engaged in by taking my ſelf 69 
either of the Sides. | 7 i 
A. When you have once rid yourſelf of the Difficultie, 
of that ancient Queſtion, Si Deus eſt, unde malum ? yo e 
will be in no great Pain with the Ditfculties of the Ch 
ſtian Scheme 1 
©. But why ſhould theſe grand Subjects of Diſpute di n 
vert me from obtaining an Anſwer to my plain Queſtion? Ie 
am ſure theſe Things, whereby the People of whom ue % 

were ſpeaking de ee . and offend their Neigb- 
bours, cannot plead a Foundation in Nature's Light, and ; 

every Body ſees them to be a Scct of Chriſtians. 43 

X. And if I ſhould tell you that the Bible is the Rule 
that directs their Conſciencies in their Difference from the ne 
reſt of Chriſtians, would you not make your own Advar-$( 
tage of this againſt Chriſtianity ? For, you ſeem no |cb# 
ready to improve the Ways of that Sect againſt the Rue 
they pretend to walk by, than the Practice of any other 
a 


? 
&y 
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ut 


Ser of Chriſtians. 5 | | 

O. I muſt own, the Manners of Chriſtians, eſpecially 
their Leaders, ſay much to me againſt the Truth of theithy 
Profeſſion. | | 

X. Againſt their Sincerity in their Profeſſion, perhapy 
you mean; but if you would have the Conduct of the Clerg x 
and their Followers, after the Days of the Apoſtles, to bei he. 
Confutation of the Truth of Chriſtianity, I mult oy bo | 


C 
e 
u 
ab 
c 
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II 
far differ from you, that it is co mea very ſtrong Argu- 
Went for the Truth of the Scriptures. e 
e. That is ſurpriſing! Will you demonſtrate the Truth 
Chriſtianity from the Lives of Chriſtians, and the Con- 
guct of their Leaders, ſince the Days of the Apoſtles! 
* Pray let me hear how your Argument proceeds ? 
X. You have nothing to tay of the Lives of Chriſtians, 
uch the Management of their Leaders, but what I find clearly 
and of dugh foretold in the New Teſtament, by Jeſus Chriſt and 
Apoſtles, who not only ſpake of the pernicious Ways of 
„ e Teachers that ſhould come after them, but likewiſe 
4 ay retold, that the Way of Truth ſhould be evil ſpoken of by 


* 

Ji 

IP 
of 
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A taſon of them, and of the Muititude following them. 
6s here is nothing more evident in the New Teſtament, than 
vs | Er there was to be a Falling away from the primitive Chri- 


—Wanity, and that under the Chriſtian Name; and that the 
ginnings of this were working in the very Days of the 
, poſtles, which were to come to a Head in due Time. And 
is Corruption of Chriſtianity is ſo repreſented in the Pro- 
"" Wbecics of the New Teſtament, and the Conduct of the 
"Wicrgy is ſo ſet forth there, as I never ſaw it done fo much 
the Life, by any who intended thereby to reflect on true 
Sb riſtianity. And hereby, I think, the Truth of the New 
eſtament, which is the Rule and Standard of Chriſtianity, 
confirmed to me. And ſtill the more, when I conſider, 
Wat this Book, which was in the Power of them who cor- 
Jupted the Chriſtian Religion, and in their Keeping for ma- 
Ages, who {tuck at no Villany, has come forth again to 
Fpublick View from among them, clearly teſtifying againſt all 
heir Wickedneſs, declaring the righteous Judgment of 
0b againſt their Ways, and calling Men every where to 
Wecepentance. | 5 
= ©. I cannot deny that this deſerves ſome Conſideration; 
Wt all Chriſtians do not agree, that the Scripture is the ſole 
Wule of Chriſtianity. And even they who profeſs this, 
Pobject it to other Rules in the Interpretation of it. Yea, 
e Scripture itſelf, and even the New Teſtament, is li- 
ole to a Variety of Gloſſes contradicting one another; ſo. 
at It would coſt the greateſt Labour, and moſt exquiſite 
* kill in the original Language, and in Antiquity, to fix the 
Sat Senſe. And I do not know if it would be poſhble, either 
$0 ix the Senſe of TOURS as it now ſtands, or to ons. 


„ Babs . | | 
to any Certainty, as to the Purity of it, after all that has e. 
been ſaid on this Subject by the moſt learned Criticks. e 
X. The Scriptures are ſo compoſed, that whatever Doubt 
may ariſe about the Purity of the Text, or the Senſe of it, Ma 
as to any Point of the Chriſtian Faith or Practice in one F 
Paſſage, Satisfaction can ariſe, as to that ſame Point, from 
a Variety of other Paſſages. The Doubts moved, and h 
Queſtions agitared as to the Purity of the original Text, yh 
may paſs for an Evidence of the Wickedneſs of the Clergy 
ſecking to eſtabliſh their own Authority and Intereſt, by un. 
dermining the Authority of the Scriptures. But, after all 
the Pains taken this Way, all the ditterent Copies, and all, 
the Tranſlations, concur to furniſh ahundant Matter for the e 
Condemnation of the Clergy and their Followers. An e 
oue of the Tranſlations contains the whole of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Practice, ſo as it may be clearly enough ſeen 
in one Place or other. And the whole Corruption of the 
Chriſtian Religion that is to be ſeen in the Roman Church. 
may be abundantly refuted by the very Tranſlation that: 
authoriſed by that Church. _ 8 WM 
And as to the Senſe of the New Teſtament, I am of 0.9 
Pinion, it would be a plain Book to every one who ſhou 
come to it as a littie Child, to learn the Words of eternal Li #< 
and read it without the Biaſſes of Self-intereſt, and the 
Love of this preſent evil World, and without the Wiſdon e 
of the Scribe and of the Diſputer of this World. . Theſe 
are the Things that make the Goſpel, in its Doctrine and 
recepts, unintelligible, or of doubtful Interpretation 1 
the moſt Part of Men. The Clergy take Care to flatter the hh” 
Pride of the Philoſophers, as far as is conſiſtent with their . 
own Authority, in their Gloſſes, and never fail to ge p. 
ſuch Senſes of the Rules of the Goſpel as ſhall be one Wa! ; 
or other conſiſtent with the worldly Intereſt and Luſts Wþ 
their Followers; while all the Power of Interpretation tha 
they are Maſters of is exerted, to extract their own Av 
thority, and worldly Intereſt, out of the Scripture, all e; 
make every Thing inconſiſtent with the Scripture tha 
they can perceive to be againſt their Intereſt. But, ſuppo4 8 
| ſing Self-denial, and ſetting aſide worldly Intereſt, the Difz = 
ferenees about the Senſe of the Hords of Eternal Life coul | 
not be ſo great, as are the Differences about what is called 
the Light ef Nature. We hays had one Difference avout "| 
TY. Ten. FF, rer 


U 


Met 

3 
etty wide ſince our Converſation 74 ; and none of us 
Wc Strangers to the Differences about the Principle of Ao- 
v ubt ! Virtue. I was ſurpris'd with one of the Diſputants on 
q it, dat Subject, telling me, That I could not know <ubat Nature s 
one iabt teaches without the Help of Revelation | 

rom 9. I ſee I muſt go without an Anſwer to my Queſtion. I 
and "ab ly wanted to know how far Men might be led into 
ext, ie peculiar Practices of that Sect, by following the 
ergy Wriptures as their Guide; and you ſhould be Judge, 
* far their Ways might be improved againſt that 
r all Mule. | N | 
| all WF x. Seeing I find you are in good Earneſt on this Sub- 
the er, 1 ſhall do my beſt to ſatisfy you, the firſt Time we 


Any Ipeet. 


has 


hri- : 
ſeen | | 
the 

rch, 8 | | 

hat“ DTALOUGVUE. II. 
f 0.9. Hope you have not forgot your Promiſe. . 
ou X. To ſhe you that J have not, I thus begin to 
Lie Performit, 

the 


a a 3 : | 


— vidence, ny might be Infidels; for they look on all 
the Whew who profeſs to believe the Scriptures, without having 


eaſonings ; and not only ſo, bir 


DifWcbictly, making a new Diſcovery of GOD, ſuitable to the 
old Condition of Sinners, and furniſhing us with a new Set of 
alled Principles, with reſpe& to the Salvation of Sinners, that 
ut it Were not diſcoyerable by the Light of Nature, and 2 

e | eſting 


18 34 | | 
feſting more of the divine Glory than is to be ſeen in all hij 
Works beſide, which he is pleaſed to make Men of the A 
meaneſt Capacities to perceive. They ſee no Method oft! 
attaining to eternal Life, conſiſtent with the Judgment of" 
GOD againſt our Sin, which Nature's Light thews us, but du 
only that Method propoſed in the Scriptures. In ſhort, Mr! 
they find the Evidence againſt Atheiſm, in the Things that 9 2 
are made, ſupported by the Scriptures, againſt N ou 
that are drawn from the Appearance of Sin, and its Conſe. WW 
quences in the World; ſo that they muſt either be Athieſt 
or Chriſtians. ” „ 9 
A. Which is not an ill Concluſion. | " 
©. Well; it ſeems they believe upon the View they 8 
themſelves have of the Scripture Doctrine by Illumination; WF 


4 


and they look on it, not meerly as a new Edition of Na- 
PE: 


ture's Light, corrected and amended from the Corruption 


of falſe Reaſoning, but eſpecially as a new Set of Principles 


helping out Sinners where the Light of Nature ſhews no- 


thing, and ſhewing itſelf to come from GOD. After this, 
I ſuppoſe they will not trouble themſelves to ſhew the A 


1 


greeableneſs of every Thing in this Revelation to the Rea 
ſon of Mankind: Scripture Teſtimony will be enough to »F- 
them; and they'll be independent of the Authority of any 3 a 
Set of Prieſts, as to the true Senſe of Scripture ; They ji 
muſt ſtill ſee with their own Eyes. And fo far I muſt own 
they are in the Right, though 1 do not underſtand the Evi- 
dence upon which they believe. But how come they by their 
Senſe of the Scriptures, whereby they differ from other 
Chriſtians? | bh 
X. They who admit the Truth of the Scriptures becauſe IF 
they conceive them agreeable to their Reaſon, will admit 
nothing in the Interpretation that js above their Reaſon ; 8 
and ſo that Reaſon of theirs is the true Standard and Rule of 
what they call their Faith And theſe that receive the 
Truth of the Scriptures by Tradition, or Church Authori- *8# 


BY * FY 
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Ke 
ty, will receive no Interpretation but what is agreeable to 
that Tradition, and to the Creeds and Confeſhons of that * 
Church whoſe Authority they depend on; and fo that Tra- 
dition, and theſe Forms of Faith, are indeed the Rule and 
Standard of their Faith, and not the Scriptures, whatever 
they may pretend. But this People of whom we are ſpeak- 
ing, have not ſo received the Truth of the . 5 i 4 


22 — 92 
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F the A. But others profeſs to receive the Scriptures as a Reve- 
4 of tion above Reaſon, and to believe them by. the Help of 
it ofMiumination, as well as they; and yet they walk by the 


x And you may ſay too, That they pretend to follow 
\n{-. Me firſt Separatiſts from the Reman Church, who contended 
the Scripture as the Iuterpreter of Scripture ; but 
all this they act moſt inconſiſtently, as we have been 
ating. Theſe who at firſt ſeparated from the Church of 
1 4 ome, publiſh'd Confeſſions, to clear themſelves, and let all 
Main know how they underſtood the Scripture, taking it as 
Na. Is own Interpreter; and withal ſhew'd themſelves ready, 
tion to any Points wherein they miſunderſtood the Scripture, 
iples change their Mind, whenever they ſhould be corrected 
no- the Scripture ; and this appeared evidentiy in the diffe- 
this Ent Confeſhons publiſh'd by the Brethren of Bohemia. Bur, 
„ Proceſs of Time, the Proteſtant Confeſſions came to be 
Þx'd Forms, and Standards of ſound Doctrine, and are held 
1 to i be fitter to direct Men to the true Senſe of the Scripture, 
by 79 nd to diſtinguiſh Truth from Error, and to guard againſt 
Here ſy, than the bare Bible, which is appeal'd to by all 
Hcereticks. And now Proteſtants, who refuſe the Name of 
Evi- Infallibility, have their Tradition, Fathers, Councils and 
heir Ptandards of Faith, from which they hold it as unlawful 
ther o depart, as the Romaniſts do from rheirs. In Oppoſition 
go this palpable Apoſtacy from the Profeſſion of the Scrip- 
ſe ure as its own Interpreter, occaſioned by the drawing up 
mir and 2 of theſe firſt Confeſſions againſt the Roman 
on; Church, the People of whom we are ſpeaking, profeſs to 
e of Pold faſt e Form of ſcund Words that the firſt Churches re- 


N 


the eiv'd from the Apoſtles, which is only to be found in their 


ori- WF) tings. ; | 
to O. Seeing they hold the Scripture as its own Interpreter, 
ar let me underſtand how they go to Work to underſtand the 
Fra- Scripture by itſelf. 
and X. Suppoſing the Evidence upon which they believe the 
ever Peripture to be the Key that opens the Scripture to them, 
eak- hey look on the New Teſtament as the only certain and 
true Explication of the Old, and on them boch as mutual- 
But Jy illuſtrating one another; becauſe the Apoſiles ſaid __ 
_ — | eter 
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#ther Things than theſe which the Prophets and Moſes did ſi 0 
ſhould come; and, in all their 1 are continually re p 
ferring, one Way or other, to ſome Paſſage of the Old Ter 
ſtament Scripture. And as they maintain, That no Propbeq 
of that old Scripture is of any private Interpretation, or capable . 
to be applied according ro the Mind and Will of any bu gp, 
the Author himſelf, they refuſe to admit any Interpreta 
tion of the Old Teſtament that has no Foundation in the 
New Teſtament, which they firmly hold to be the Whole 
of God's own Explication and Application of it. Thu 
they enter into the Spirit of the Apoſtolick Contention 2 
gainſt the Jets; they reject all the Senſes of the Prophe“ 
cies and Applications of the Old Teſtament that ſmell of 
Fudaiſm ; they contend earneſtly for the myſtick Senſe o 
the Old Teſtament concerning the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, oi 
and, in Oppoſition to all Notions of that Kingdom that are 
any Way like the 57ewiſb Notion, they lay great Streſs on oe 
theſe Words, The Kingdom Li Heaven, and on the Lord's 3 
dying Teſtimony, the good Confeſſion that he witneſſed be. 
fore Pontius Pilate, which Paul recommends to Timothy in 
the moſt ſolemn Manner, vis. My Kingdom is not of thi 
World : If my Kingdom were of this I orld, then evould my Ser. o 
vants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered to the Jews; but nou gi 
is my Kingdom not from hence.--—- Thou ſayeſt that I am 4 . 
King, to this End was I born, and for this Cauſe came I into e 
the World, that I ſbould bear Witneſs unto the Truth. Every "ag 
one that is of the Truth heareth my Voice. & | 
©. They muſt be for the myſtick Senſe of the Prophe- 
cles, or renounce the moſt Part of the New Teſtament, and % 
ſee little of the Chriſtian Scheme in the Old. And it 15% 
very odd, that the Chriſtian Clergy have all along given ſo 
little Heed to this dying Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt; but 1t 
ſeems, the Account the New Teſtament gives of the Jour 
puts this Sect in the Panick, · as to every Thing that looks 
like them; and, I ſuppoſe, their Imagination will be very 
warm upon their Kingdom of Heaven. | 1 
X. That is to ſay, you would have them to be Entbuſ. 
aſts ; yet, I dare ſay, they cannot be too much afraid of 
the Spirit and Temper of the Jews, as it is deſcribed in the 'Y 
New Teſtament, and every. one that's of the Truth, and bears i 
Chrift's Voice, will acknowledge, that the Glory of his * 7 
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m is too ſolid for an overheated Fancy, and indeed hrs 


{ les all Imagination. | | 
"I ©. I beg Pardon for the Provocation J have given to 
Th bur Zeal, and beſeech you to go on, and inform me how 
17 ar this Principle of interpreting the Old Teſtament by 
ö 


the New, carries them in Oppoſition to other zealous 
Chriſtians. ( 

. It ſets them in Oppoſition to all the Principles of Na- 
al Uniformity in Religion, and of the Extirpation of 
Nreticks and Schiſmaticks, which ordinarily plead a Foun- 
ion in the Old Teſtament, and in the Conſtitution of 
t carthly Kingdom, becauſe there is none for them in 


phe: New, which repreſents that earthly Figure, as removed 

I of give Place to the Truth of it, the Kingdom of Heaven. 
ſe of Mey hold the whole Buſineſs of Extirpation as one of the 

Tal, gareft Marks of Antichrift, who, in Ette&, denies, That 

date us Chriſt is come in the Fleſh; and they call all them who 

$ on 


each and ſtudy to practiſe Perſecution, Locuſts, that have 
King over them, whoſe Name is Abaddon and Apollyon, 
be. e. the Reverſe and Oppoſite of Jeſus, who came not to de- 
ey Mens Lives, but to ſave. 
FA. Who is for Perſecution that has not Power, nor 
Ser. Nopes to have it? Do we not ſee all Sets, when at under, 
na Samplaining of Perſecution ? And would you promiſe u- 
m in them, that they would not perſecute, and juſtify 
inte ſiemſelves in ſo doing, if they had but Power, and met 
wer) ith Provocation ? 
X. I would not, when I conſider how ſoon Chriſtians 
phe- gan to perſecute after they were cas'd of the Croſs by Con- 
and Amine, and when I think of the Spirit of Perſecution that 
it is Was working among them before, even while they were 
en ſo iſterers themſelves, notwithſtanding all that they read in 
ut u ie New Teſtament to the contrary. 
Jews But the grand diſtinguiſhing Principle of this Sect, as to 
ooks\Ye Kingdom of Chriſt, which is not of this World, and 
very I not to be defended with the Sword, is ſo inconſiſtent with 
 E&tirpation, and with their laying hold on the Means of it, 
thuſi- Fat they muſt renounce their whole Scheme, founded on 
id off is Principle, the Moment they think of graſping at world- 
n the ſh Power, in any Shape, to defend their Religion, or to ex- 


This 
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hears Hy pate thoſe who differ from them, 
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18 
- This Principle of theirs, That Chriſtianity cannot be f 
National Religion, and that Chriſt's Kingdom is not to be A 
defended, by ſecular Power in the Hands of his Subjects f 
has not been maintain d by any ſince the Time of Conſtan- Nic 
tine, at leaſt in the Way they maintain it. And as they r 
find it very evident by Chriſt's dying Teſtimony, and the 
whole Scope of the New Teſtament, which is to them the 
only Explication of the Old; ſo it, at once, ſhuts all the 
Doors at which the Principles of Excirpation can enter into 
their Profeſſion; and ſtill the more, that they hold and 
maintain the inſeparable Connection betwixt the true Profeſſion of W 
Chriſtianity, and the Croſs in this Life. | 24 
G. What do you ſay ? Do they maintain, that there can 
be no right Profeſhon of Chriſtianity in this World, wich. i 
out Sufferings ? ' | 1 
X. They judge, that the great Scope of the whole Old 
Teſtament Prophecy, is, The Salvation that's in the Sufferings o 
C riſt, and the follecving Glory, which is reported in the Goipel 
thac was preach'd by the Apoſtles, and that all who are ap- 
poidted to ſhare in that Salvation are predeſtinated to be con. 
forni'd to Jeſus Chriſt, in his Sufferings and the following 
Glory, as joint Heirs evith him, if ſo be that they ſuffer uns 
bim, that they may be alſo glorified together. And fo tney hold 
It as true as Chriſt's Death and Reſurre&ion, Tnat if u N 
ze derd tigether, ave ſhall alſo live together; if wwe ſuffer, ue 
fhall alſo reign together; if we deny, be alſo will deny us - 
Tney take very much Notice of theſe Words that Jeſus 
Chriſt pake to his Diſciples, after his ſharp Rebuke to Pe- 
ters Z.cal againſt his Sufterings, If any Man will come after 
me, let bim deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and follow me: 
For whoſcever will ſave his Life ſball loſe it; and «vhoſoever 
evill loſe bis Lite for my Sake, ſhall find it. And they build 
much on aui“ Words to Timothy, when forewarning him p. 
of the peril ous Times that ſhould come in the laſt Days; and 
ſetting his own Sutferings in Oppoſition to theſe who haut t 
a Form of God'meſs, denying the Power of it, he ſays, Yea, and 
all that will le godly in Chriſt Feſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution ne 
but evil Hen and Seducers Mall wax worſe and worſe, deceiv 
and being decerved. 5 „ 
They obſerve the Warning Jeſus Chriſt gives his Diſ. 
Cipies, That the keeping of his Words will expoſe them fe 
to the lame Hatred wherewith ke was hated in the World, h 
| i „ JFF 


LES 


8 L499 J 
be aj ſpecially their Obedience to his new Commandment. 
to bend they find by Experience, that the leaft Endeavour 
ets ter the keeping of his Words, and the open Obſerva- 
fanFion of his new Commandment, by the Ways and Means 
theyWnjoin'd in the New Teſtament, raiſcs the Hatred of the 
the World called Ghriftian, againſt them, and puts them upon 
the Gearing his Reproach. | 3% 
| the W Thcy conſider the Bleſſedneſs connected with the Suf. 
into ring of Reproach and Perſecution for Righteouſheſs Sake, 
and T deche Promiſe of Salvation to the faithful Confeſfors of 
ton of We, Goſpel; and, on the other Hand, the Danger of being 
named of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his Words. And as Re- 
can roach and Affliction is connected with the keeping of his 
„ich. WW ords, without Diſtinction of Greater and Leſſer, they are 
rſwaded that the leaſt of his Words cannot be deny'd, 
Old , any Way diflembled in their Practice, thro' the Fear of 
7855 Pat Affliction or Reproach, without a manifeſt Diſregard to 
oipel is Name, and a Contempt of his Promiſes, and Defiance of 
e ap- is Threatnings. They have nothing to do with any Per- 
e con. cution that is not for his Sake, and for his Words; but 


wing hey cannot perſwade themſelves that they love Jcſus 
with hriſt, if they do not count it the greateſt Honour they 
hold an attain ro in this World, to ſufter Shame for his 
iF u Name. | 


„ be ©. After this, I think we need not ſuſpect them of Self- 
Intereſt in their Interpretations of the Scriptures. 

Jesus, A. Yer they ſpeak of attaining to Honour, and much 

0 Pe- elf. intereſt lies there. As all Sec, profeſs the greateſt Ve- 


after eration for their Martyrs, ſo, ſuffering Perſecution for 
me: onſcience Sake, has a Tendency to draw the Eſteem of 
ſoever Mankind with fo great Strength, that I have often won- 
build Mer'd at the Dexterity of the Prieſts, who have been ca- 


him Fable to withdraw it, and even to reſtrain the Pity of their 


and People from them that ſuffer by the Inquiſition, yea, to 
hart turn it into Joy, at their Acts of Faith, | 
„and X. They do indeed ſpeak of Honour, but not the Ho- 
tien; nour of this World, which muſt be renounced by them 


rv 2 


them 


ho ſeek the Honour that cometh from G0 only, in the 
ay of ſuflering Shame from the World for Chriſt's 
Jame's Sake. They ſpeak of the Honour of being con- 


rid; im who humbled himſelf and became obedient to the 


formed to the Son of GOD, and having Fellowſhip with . - 
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and it calls us to ſeek after the Honour that comes fro 


Chriſt, bearing our Croſs. This is the grand Intereſt, th 


Thing elſe in view, till the Time when ſomething of thi 


nual Days obſerved to their Honour, | 


ſtians; neither do they themſelves pretend to have alf 


20 


Death, even the Death of the Croſs, enduring it, and de ch 
ſpiſing the Shame; and this, as connected with the Hobme 
nour of being conformed to him, in his high Exaltation ois a 
the right Hand of GOD, The Goſpel does not propoſe tt 

extirpate the Senſe of Honour, and the Deſire of Glory; A. 
out of human Nature, which was originally fram'd fhny t 


Glory and for Dominion; for it points out Humiliation 
Reproach and Diſgrace, as the hardeſt Thing in Suffering 


GOD only, and his Kingdom that he will give in thi 
World to come, and to comfort ourſelves with the Hope. 
this Honour and this Dominion, while we deny ourſelye 
as to the Glory and Dominion of this World, and folloy 


true Honour, ſubſervient to the Glory of G0, and con 
ſiſtent with humble Subjection to him. And this is th 
Intereſt and the Honour that the firſt Chriſtians had Re 
ſpect unto in their Sufferings, denying themſelves to ever 
Thing elſe: Nor can it be well alledg'd that they had ang 


Honour due to GOD began to be paid to Martyrs, and ans 


O. But this will make few Sufferers for Chriſt, and a 
few Chriſtians. The Bulk of them that go under thi 
Name will never ſubſcribe to this, till they find ſome Mey 
thod of explaining it away, or evading the Force of it. Nog 
ſhall I eaſily believe that rn will come fully uf 
to it; while, at the ſame Time I mult own, it is pretty cleaſ 
in the New Teſtament. | | | | 

X. They are far from denying that there are few Chriſ 


tain'd to the Feliowſhip of Chriſt's Sufferings, being mad 
conformable to his Death : But this they conſtantly main P. 
tain, That they cannot look on themſelves as Chriſtian R 
except in ſo far as they are following after it. And wheiſ th 
any of their own Company fall openly ſhort of this, there 
fall immediately under their Diſcipline, which is accordingi of 
to their Doctrine. ED 
©. Ircckon by this, we need not be afraid of a gre 
Following to them among Chriſtians 
X. They themſelves do not expect it. Vea, they woul 
ſuſpect themſelves of too much Conformity to this Warldt 
N | 8 0! 
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diy che Multitude of miſtaking them very far, if they ſhould 
Home after them. The Multitude that fought to make Je- 
n onffſis a King, left him when they perceived the Drift of his 
ſe octrine. 18 


lor A. They are indeed few; but it is a great Queſtion, if 
| foffiny two of them could ſtand together under the thorow 
tionWxerciſe- of ſuch a Diſcipline. And can any Thing be more 
ing Midiculous than a grave Pretence to the Exerciſe of a Diſ- 
fronipline that it is manifeſt human Nature could never 
 thiYþcar ? 6; | | 

pe X It is above Nature to be a Chriſtian, as the Practice of 
elveMWhriſtianity depends on the Belief of ſupernatural Prin- 
lloWiples. And, _ human Nature be greatly corrupted, 
th ſuppoſe you may ſee the Neceſſity of a ſuperior wicked In- 
confMuence to bear it out in the Spanijþ Acts of Faith. If this 
the not impoſſible, you cannot tell how far human Nature 


ay be determined to act to the contrary, by a ſuperior good 


verWnfluence. | 
aui Hypocrites may lurk, for a While, under the Severity of 
 thMhe Chriſtian Diſcipline, as they did from the Beginning, 


Hut it would be very ridiculous to ſay, that, becauſe there are 
Snany Hypocrites, there is no Body fincere. In other Caſes 
ou would laugh at ſuch an Inference as this. Many are 
arried far in the Purſuit of eternal Life, who do not, at 
Bottom, prefer it to the Life that now is: Therefore, 
Where are none purſuing it who are aw determined to prefer 
t to this Life. 

9. But you have not yet told me what are theſe Principles 
above Nature, or that Nature's Light could not diſcover, 
that they pretend to ſee in the Scriptures, while they inter- 
pret it only by itſelftf. | 

X. They take the Doctrines of the Trinity, Incarnation, 
Predeſtination, the Imputation of Adam's Sin and of Chrift's 
18 Righteouſneſs, the myſtical Union of Chriſt and his Church, 


ans 
heiß the Reſurrection and Reign of the Juſt, the general Reſur- 
theſß rection and Judgment of the Unjuſt, and the Reſtitution 
ff 


Fof all Things; I ſay, they take theſe e 7 juſt as they 
ſtand in the Scriptures, though I know not if they will uſe 


all the Words wherein I have, for Brevity, expreſſed them; 
becauſe they are not all Scripture Words: But they hold 
theſe Poctrines to the full of what you can think the New 
Teſtament declares, while it teſtifics the Reſurrection of Je- 


ſus Chriſt from the Dead, as that wherein the Truth of tiſpunt 


Men be honeſt Chriſtians, who would make us Chriſtian 
at the Rate of giving up to us, on the Matter, the main d 


- 


22 


whole is manifeſted 3 | 

98. To be plain with you, ſo would I, if I could belic; 
the Scripture. But theſe very Doctrines ſo plainly delivhere; 
red there, as influencing all truly Chriſtian Practice, whicpver 
is made to depend neceflarily on the Faith of them, are fli 
ſhocking to me. And | heartily deſpiſe the Method of te 
commending the Scriptures to my Belief, by ſmoothing there 
Doctrines in ſuch a Manner, as to make the Scriptures {i 
other Things than they really ſay. Vea, I doubt if the 


ſtinguiſning Doctrines of Chriſtianity. And I very mud 


queſtion, it they would have taken ſo much Pains in ti © 
Defence of Chriſtianity, had not their Intereſt lien in it o et. 
May or other. . | y C 
N. Where's your Charity! You cannot anſwer then{Wbe! 
and that perhaps frets you. 2 90 . X. 
9. Their own Conceſſions go far to ruin their ArguWne 
ments: And the Truth is, I don't fee that I would diff ei 
ſo very much from what I now am, by becoming a Chriftia © 
in their Way of it, that the Change ſhould be worth the X 
Pains taken to make it. The. Socinian and Arian Chriftangs ; 
would only have me acknowlege a dignified and Creature © 
God, capable of divine Worſhip. And the Arminian Chriſtian"! 
would teach me ſome Way to profes the Merit and theW-k 
Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, but leave me at laſt juſt where I an | 
as to human Merit and the Power of Nature. al: 
X. The People I am deſcribing infift much on the Cor a 
ruption of human Nature by Adam's Sin; and they carryhut 
this far. Their Account of Mankind agrees pretty much with]e' 
the Author of the Fable of the Bees. | a 
A. But, I ſuppeſe, they do not enter into his Deſign, not h! 
perceive the plain Tendency. EE 
S. I ſhall not doubt of the Badneſs of the Deſign ; yet. 
reckon they agree with the Author, as he appears to agree o 
with the Scripture. But what Delight can Men take in re- t 
preſenting themſelves, and their own Species, in ſuch a horn 
rible Shape? © | 5 
X. Whatever Defigns Men may have in repreſenting hu! he 
man Nature in that Shape, the Corruption of human Naturcy - 


3sa ad Truth, evident from the Courſe of the World 8 alla 
: * bo la a nant 15 n e eee Coun! 1 


g © 4 
OS: 23 

puntries, and at all Times, and every Man may ſee it in 
mielf, that has the Courage to bring his Actions under a 
ict Examination. And the Chriftian's Delight lies not 
Pere, but in the Appearance of the divine Glory in our Re- 
very from that Corruption, and in the beautiful Image of 
ob in Jeſus Chriſt, to which Scripture Revelation, and 


fie Power that attends it, conforms us, which appears the 
theſllore glorious in reſtoring us. The plain Deſign of the 
8 ripture Account of Mankind, is the ſame with the Deſign 
the a Shade in a fine Picture. The plain Tendency is to go 


the Bottom of our Wound, in order to heal it; and they 
ho will not bear the firſt, have no Mind to the laſt. 55 
©. I am not now to diſpute theſe Things: But I perceive 
this, they will not be eaſily taken with the moſt ſpecious 
zetences of the Religious of any Party. And they muſt, 
' Courſe, be very uncharitable both to themſelves and 
Whers. f | | 

X. So they are, in your Senſe of Charity ; but, at the 


rouWme Time, they make a deal of Work about Charity, in 
ile e ir own View of it. | | 
tif © And, pray, what is that? „ | 

tl X Their Charity is, The Love of the Truth, as it is in Je- 
tan,; it is Love to the t GOD the Saviour, as manifeſted 


that Truth, in Oppoti.ion to all Idols; it is Love to all the 
Wiildren of GOD, who are of the Truth, for the Truth's 
ke which dwelleth in them. 

This Charity, in the Practice of it, muſt be preciſely re- 
ulated by the New Teſtament. And as they know nothing 
Pat brought them together, or that keeps them together, 
Wut that Word of the Truth of the Goſpel written in the 
ew Teſtament, they profeſs to follow after the Goſpel 
Tharity among themſelves, and to ſtudy the Obſervation of 
Foriſt's new Commandment of brotherly Love, in all the 
Nutward Expreſſions and Means of it, that are pointed cut 


et I the New Teſtament, from the higheſt to the loweſt. And 
re o they obſerve the Feaſts of Charity, the waſhing of one a- 
re hother's Feet, and the Chriſtian Salutation, or Kiſs of Cha- 
107. Mity, which (however ridiculous it may be to many Chri- 


Wans ) they find no leſs than five Times expreſly enjoined in 
e New Teſtament. As to Offences ariſing among them, 
1 profeſs the ſtriẽt Obſervation of this Commandment of 
Fes Grid, JF dy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſ thee, 0 2 
s e „ 
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glect to hear them, tell it unto the Church; but if be neg le6t to heart 


we ought never to fail in the Obſervation of any Deed of 
drotherly Love that the New Teſtament points out to us: 
either by expreſs Precept, or the Practice of all the fri 


them in whom the Scripture Character of a Chriſtian ap 


different Meaſures of the Knowledge of the Truth. And 


Men, manifeſted in the Word of the Truth of the Goſpel, 
and the Imitation of his ongoing toward his Elect, 


% 
jell him his Fault betæveen thee and him alone; if he ſhall hear the 
thou baft gained thy Brother; but, if be will not hear thee, tha 
#ake with thee one or two more, that, in the Mouth of tæro or thn 


Wiineſſes, every Word may be eſtabiſbed: And if be ſhall ne 


the Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man, and a Pull 
blican. And, as Charity never faileth while any Thing off 
Chriſtianity remains in the World, they maintain, Thai 


al 
I 


Chriſtian S. WE "79 
They inſiſt on Forbearance in brotherly Love among 


x 

2 
- . 5 Mz 
pears in any tolerabie Meaſure. When they are once a; 
greed in this, viz 70 count all Things Loſs for the Excellency q q 


"= 
F235 


the Knowledge of Chriſt, that they may cin him, and be found ii 


8 


1 
1 
1 . 
= . 


bim, having his Rightequſneſs, and that they may know him, an 
the Power of his Re ſurrection, and the Fellowſhip of his Suffering 
being made conformable unto his Death, if, by any Means, the 
may attain to that Reſurrect ion of the Dead, then they walk to- 
e in brotheriy Love, forbearing one another in many. 

hings wherein they may be differently minded, through 


they hold themſelves obliged to abſtain from the Uſe of in- 
different Things, for the Offence of weak Brethren. But, 
to forbear any in a palpable Tranfgreſſion of the Law of For- 
bearance, and to indulge any one in the Fulfilment of any 
of the Luſts of this World, would be the very Reverſe of 
their brotherly Love and Charity, which vejoyceth not in Cu-. 
riohteouſneſs, but rejoyceth in the Truth. : 
As their Charity delights in all them that ave of the Truth, 
for the Truths Sake, ſo it works in a Way of Goodwill to- 
ward all Men, becauſe of the unknown Ele& among all 
Sorts of Men, without Diſtinction, whom GOD «vill have to 
be ſaved, and to come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. And 
tus their Charity is the Image of the divine Goodwill to 


1 all Generations, and among all Sorts of Mankind; 
Therefore, they profeſs Long-ſuffering and Kinaneſs, not only 3 
towards the Brethren, but even towards the Wan we the 1 

N | | | Golpel ; i 


kj He . 5 
Poſpel; and their Charity ir not provoked * to Revenge by bad 
Wage, nor can it conſiſt with deviſing Harm f to any. But, 


Pen that hate you, and pray for them which dejjitejully uſe you, 


hear | 
612 per ſecute you. | a 

They carry the Matter of Alms and doing Good to all Men, 
* hecially to the Hlouſbold of Faith, as high as John Baptiſt did in 


is Doctrine, and as Jeſus Chriſt did when the Phariſees (who 
ia Tithes of all, and gave Alms upon Honour) ridiculed 
im, and when his own Diſciples were aſtoniſned at his 
vords. Inſtead of ee by laying up for ourſelves 

FT rcaſures of corruptible Things on the Earth, they preſs 
Paking rich toward God, by laying up Treaſures in Hea- 
n, i. e. by Alms-giving, and felling what we have to give 


uſt in uncertain Riches, but, in Oppoſition to that, to 
ie their Truſt in the living GOD, by doing Good, beco- 
ing rich in good Works, and by their Readineſs to diſtri- 
ute, and Willingneſs to communicate, ſo laying up in Store 
r themſelves a good Foundation againſt the Time to come, 
hat they may 7 eee on eternal Life. They put the Poor 
Mind of the Widow's Mite, and ſer before them the Ex- 
I mple of the Churches of Macedonia, whoſe Joy, in a great 
rial of Affliction and deep Poverty, abounded to the Ri- 


5 . ches of their Liberality. In a Word, they maintain, That 
"oth Rich and Poor are indiſpenſibly obliged, by the Goſpel- 
w of Charity, not to do well to themſelves only, but to 
9 eny themſelves, in doing all good Offices in their Power 
„ o all Men, eſpecially to them who are of the Houſhold of 


Faith. © 

And they are very poſitive in this, That true Charity is 
diſtinguiſhed by Self-denial, after the Example of Jeſus 
hriſt; and that it is utterly inconſiſtent with Pride, which 
muſt be the Principle that influences a Man, who has not 
-harity, to give all his Goods to feed the Poor. True Charity 


to- 


* envieth not, vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
1 ol mh, ( by exerciſing us in great Matters, or in 
+ Things too high for us) ſeeketh not her own. 
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In the contrary, it prompts ro the Obedience of that Com- 
and of Jeſus Chriſt, Jeſs them that curſe you, do good to 


Wilms. They charge them that are rich in this World not to 


„ 
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little Credit with you, as your natural diſintereſted Bene vo 


= take earneſt Heed to them, left at any Ttme you ſhould le. if 
| them lip; you would not be blinded with Prejudice and Dif: 


'of Truth, the Goſpel] of your Salvation ; you would hope for 1 


Soſpel; and you would patiently endure all the Affliction 
of the Goſpel, reckoning yourſelf bound to lay down your 


Nan as 2 2 Chriſtian, except ſuch only as I could ſee 


Society of Mankind. | 


Kingdom of this World. But, at the fame Time, it can-Wi 


* 


26 


5. You have given me a long Lecture. on Charity, and 


ou have had my Attention; yet 1 cannot profeſs myſelf 2 
liever of this Self-denying Goſpel-Charity : For, I own it b 
2 little above my Reach ; only this mich I perceive, Tha 
the Notion you would give me of it, differs widely from my 
Idea of diſintereſted. Benevolence. | | 7 
X. I expected, that their Scripture-Charity would find a 


ha 


1 


lence has with them. Neither indeed can you believe it, far 
leſs feel any Thing of it in yourſelf, without believing thi 
Goſpel. And if you were bleſſed with this Charity that * 
eb is the Truth, you would bear all the Things faid in the 
Goſpel, and count none of them hard Sayings ; yea, and 


affection, but gladly believe all Things revealed in the Word 7 
all Things that are promiſed in the Word of the Truth of the 


Life for the Brethren, and to ſuffer all Things for the El 
ee GEE f 8 
. ©. Yes. And, at the ſame Time, I would look on no 
following after this Charity, in the Obſervation of the Chri- 
ftian Inſtitutions; and 'I would no more look for or expect rol 
find any truly good Dipoſition among Men, but what pro- 
ceeds from Revelation; and thus I would be a fit Member 

for their Church, whatever ſhould become of me as to the 


I 
* 7 : 
1 


f 


X. They do indeed expect nothing from fallen Mankind, 
without the Grace of the Goſpel, but ſinning, and coming 
. of the Glory of GOD. As to the Societies of this 
orid, they ſtand by every one's ſeeking his own Things, 
and the Good of the whole only in as far as he finds his 
own Intereſt in it. And it is very true, Charity that /ceketh 
wt her own cannot be the Spirit that animates ſuch a Body as 4 


Iz 
© 


not make a Man an unfit Member of ſuch a Society: For 
Charity worketh no Il to our Neighbour ; but diſpoſes us with 
Cheerfulneſs to render to all #heir Duss. And thus, while you 
were governed by the reigning Principle in the 9 7 

| e PW thats 


Ä 
wa 


| f a7 J 
Jnat's not of this World, you would be an exceeding peace- 
ble harmleſs Member of a worldly Kingdom or ommon 


i Wealth; you would neither oppreſs when in Power, nor 
IWF aiſc any Sedition or Tumult when at under. 3 
my ©. Excuſe me from meddling with your odd Notion of So- 


Fiery. But, as to what 1 ſaid firſt, I muſt obſerve ſome 
Difference berwixt this Doctrine of that People, and the 
Mule of their Religion: For Paul either contradicts him- 
lt, or does not carry this Point ſo far as it ſcems they do. 
e acknowledges, That the Gentiies, which had not the 
Law of Moſes, did, by Nature, the T hives contained in the Lach, 
hile he affirms, That the Doers of the Law are juttified 
tore him with whom there is no Reſpect of Perſons. And 
a know the Inſtance of Cornelius, ro whom Peter ſays, Of a 
% 1] perceive, That GOD is mo Reſpecter of Perſons : but, in 
„Nation, be that feareth bim, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is 
repted with bim. | | 

KX. I may do much to ſatisfy you as to this, after T have 
viſed ſome Notes that I remember I have on theſe Texts. 
nd, as I have undergone a long Examination at this Time, 
find I need ſome Relaxation: $6 I'll crave Leave to break 
here, and leave the reſt to next Meeting. N 


02 And you may bring your Notes with you. 

ni. 

: 0% £ | 8 

ro- | | 

rl DIALOGUE im. 

the | 1 55 | | 

nd. . I Have brought my Notes, as you deſired. 

ing ©. And I am ready to hear them. 

his > I'Il begin with Cornelius, if you pleaſe. 

9, . As you will. | ; | WS 

his X. “ Cornelius, though. uncircumciſed, was a Worſhipper 

erb of the GOD of Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob, as a Proſe- 

54 lyte of the Gate; for he was of good Report among all tie 

an- Nation of the Jews, as one that feared GOD; And there- 

oor fore, he cannot well be ſuppoſed wholly ignorant of that 

ith Promiſe to Abraham, In thy Seed [ball ajl Natious of tle. 

ou Earth be bleſſed. Vea, Peter ſays expreſly to him and his 

om Company, Te know the Mord evbich was publiſhed throughout 

as Judea, and began from Galilee after the Baptiſm which 
; T | D 2 John 


28 | 


5 John preached. So that Cornelius cannot be look'd on as a 


* 


Bo 
Stranger to Revelation, or as an Unbeliever. His Know- W. 
ledge of the true GOD, as revealed to the Fees, influ- | 
** enced him to fear him iu praying to him alway, and to work if 

R ghteonjnejs, in giving much ms to the People. ; 
Peter, perceiving, from what he had heard of this Corne- i 
lius, aud from his own Viſion, that GOD was now clean-* 
ſiug the Uncircumciſed, and taking them into his Church, 
as well as the Circumciſed, expreſſes himſelf in theſe re- 
markable Words, Of a Truth I perceive, that GOD is wm 
KReſpecter of Perſons; but, in ecery Nation, he that feareth H. 
te him, and <vonketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim, accor- 


* 


* ding to the Mord which he ſent unto the Children of Iſrael, yo 
* preaching Peace by Feſus Chriſt; He is Lord of all. Our C 
7 Tranſlators have cur off the latter Part of the Sentence WM ag 


from the firſt, in the Middle of a very common Greek Con- be 


© ſtruction, and yore it to the following Sentence, by the y« 
Supplement, (I ſay) without the leaſt Foundation for it in 


« 
de the Greek Text, and thereby they have rendred the who ir 
<< Paſſage very involved, and broke the Connection off 
40 


Peter's Diſcourſe : For Jeſus Chriſt, his being Lord of a 
„ manifcſtly reſpects GOD's accepting them, of ever 
Nation, without Difterence, that fear him and work i 


c Righteouſneſs. But the Supplement ( According to) as i iF © 
„ has a Foundation in the Greek Conſtruction, makes the f, 
© whole Pallage eaſy, and leaves no Shadow of a Found 
* tion for any Objection to be drawn from it, againſt th 
<* great Scope of the whole Scripture.”  K 

©. You are acting the Critick, I ſee, and correcting thi © 
Tranſlation ; but it is a Loſs you have not not ted down th. * 
Words of the Greek Te t. B , 


X. Here is aGreek Teſtament, you may read them your 
ſelf; and be ſatisfied 4 


ſeem the Travſlators have been ſeeking a Verb for the A 4 
cuſative T3 a9yo, and could find none till they came don 


7 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 


| L 29 1 


Wo hre. But vurls bi 76 Y ,ñů Shue, looks no 


W. Way like the reſuming of 28% agyoy : It ſeems plainly to be 
u- he Beginning of a new Sentence. The conſtructing of 29, 
rk yo with 2275, has involved the Diſcourſe, and obliged 


hem likewiſe to derart from the Greek, by ſaying, The Word 
which GOD ſent, inſtead of the Word which be ſent, as it is 
in the Greek, referring more to the foregoing Words 
than the Conſtruction of the Tranſlators could well allow. 
= X. You ſhall be the Critick and the Tranſlator ; and 'I 
muſt own it is exceeding fair in you to give me ſo much 
Help againſt yourſelf. z 


or- ©. And you will not readily find Fault when I ſpeak for 
el, you; but I look not on the Node of the Scripture- 
ur Charity, as any Argument for the Truth of the Scripture 
cc againſt me. And to ſhew you, that I am not unwilling to 
n- believe it to be as narrow as you would have it, I promiſe 
he you as fair a Hearing to your Notes on the Paſſage con- 
in cerning the Gentiles their ding by Nature the Things contain'd 
ole in the Law. | | 
ol X. But you muſt not lay aſide the Greek Teſtament. Turn 
al over to the ſecond Chapter of the Romans, and look at the 
er Text while I read. Ln ts 
i 8 © The Phraſe, 7x 7% „h., as it is here tranſla- 


« ted, The Things contain'd in the Law, is capable to be im- 
proved againſt the main Scope of the Apoſtle's whole 
= © Diſcourſe, and againſt the plain Deſign of the Text. 
g But Ta Tov vouov, may be more agreeably rendred, 
« The Offices of the Law, or, The Things that pertain to the 
« Law to do. And this is ſupporred by the Words immed1- 
« ately following, Theſe having not the Lam, ave a Law unto 
« themſelves, <vhich fhew the Work of the Law written in their 
« Hearts. x | | 
« The Apoſtle's plain Deſign is to ſhew, That the Judg- 
went of GOD againſt Sin muſt be executed impartially, 
18 © and without any Reſpe& to the Jes, who had the 
written Law above the Gentiles, who had alſo ſinn'd, tho' 
« they had not the written Law, and could not be judged 
« byit. And whereas the yup gloried in the giving of 
A the Law to their Nation, he tells them plainly, That the 
|. © hearing of the Law could not juſtify them, but the do- 
© ing of it; and if they did not the Law, they had no 
<« Reaſon to glory over the Gentiles, by their having or 
| | | « hearing 


f 3© ] 3 
1 hearing the Law : For the Gentiles, who had not the Lay 
4 written to them in Tables of Stone, with the Finger of 
& GOD, and to whom he ſpoke it not as he did to then” 
« yet wanted not a Law. To ſhew this, and likewiſe ty 
t manifeſt the Juſtice of the was pen of GOD againſt th 
« Gentiles, who ſhould periſh without the Law of Hasel 
« he ſays, For when the Nations aubich have not the Law, 4 
« by Nature the Offices of the Law, theſe having not the Lau, at 
* a Law unto themſelves, which ſhea the Work of the, Law writ 
« ten in their Hearts, their Conſcience witneſſing together, and Rea 


» 
4 


« ſonings betwixt one another, accuſing or elſe apologizing. Th 3 


<< he ſhews from the Teſtimony of the Conſcience of the 
« Gentiles, and from their Reaſonings among themſclve 
c mutually accuſing and defending in the Way of Excuti 


"8 


% or Apology, that the Gentiles, who had not the Law ff 


o 
- 


% Meſes, did naturally to themſclyes what belong'd to thi 
ec | 


Law to do; ſo that they were a Law to themſelves. Fron 
this no more. can be inferr'd, but that, having a La 
“ as well as the Feaws, they juſtly periſh'd without the 7e 
% Law; and, if the Jews obey'd not their Law, they had n 
e Reaſon to glory over the Gentiles, who had not the Lav 
<« promulgate to them as they had it. Thus this Paſſag 
de is perfectly agreeable to the Apoſtle's general Scope, 
.« which is to manifeſt, That both Feqeyvs and Gentiles are all 
« under Sin; and that every Mouth muſt be ſtopped b. 
„ GOD's Law, which, whether written on Tables of Stone, 


* 


. 4 = 7 
4 or in the Hearts of all, makes all the World ſubject uni 


e his Judgment againſt Sin. | E 
- ©. There is indeed a great Difference betwixt obeying 1M. 
Law, and having a Law made known to us, without which. 
we could not be Tranſgreſſors. For my Part, I ſhall no. 
doubt, That Chriſtianity ſuppoſes the greateſt Corruption 
4 | M | 
of human Nature, and cannot take Place but in Conſe. 
quence of a diſpiriting Senſe of our own Unworthineſs, and 
want of Merit, and a fearful Apprehenſion of Judgment 
and Wrath; but the Moral Virtue of the Philoſophers ar 
ſes from a generous Senſe of the Dignity of our Nature, 
and of its Fitneſs for good and Praiſe-worthy Actions, and 
from agreeable Sentiments of the divine Goodneſs 
x. There can be nothing more diſagreeable to the inf- I 
nitely good Being, than to harden ourſclves againſt that 
Shame and Fear that Nature's Light ſerves to breed in 1 
| a 6 8 x | wack BY 
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\ 'y 31 a 7 a | ; 1 
hen we have not glorified him as GOD, nor been thank 


5 . And our Hearts are thus darken'd and harden'd by 
Poſe vain Reaſonings, that ſerve to beget and fofter in -us 
* jat Senſe of our Meri, and the Dignity of our Nature, 
* that ſhamelefs Pride, as I call it, which is the ſtrongeſt 
„ark in our Minds againſt the Goſpel of the Grace of 
900, and the Source of all theſe high Thoughts and Rea- 
„ing againſt Clirit, which nothing but the Power of his 
| eſurrecklon can ſubdue. And as for the agreeable Senti- 
„ents of divine Goodnefs, connected with this, I cannot 
1 xpreſs them better than in the Words of a late Poet, re- 


ing on the Religion of ſome Females, whoſe Sentiment: 
the Deley he repreſents thus, 5 


He's like themſelves, or how could be be good? 
Devoutly thus Jehovah they depoſe, 
The Pute, the Juſt, and ſet up in bis ſtead 
A Deity, that's perfectly well bred. 


et Chriftianity exalts human Nature, and in the Iffue 
evates us far beyond what any Philoſopher could imagine, 


9 dd therein glorifies the divine Goodneſs in ſuch a Manner, 
il. 


could never enter into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
Ind here again we muſt begin where we broke off, on the 


Y Mibjc& of the Goodneſs of GOD, and our Obedience to the 
16 aw of Nature. | 5 


e. My Compariſon, I ſee, has warm'd your Blood from 
he Coolneſs of Criticiſm, rous'd your Spirits, and made 
or Words ſtrong ; and now you would diſpute. But we 

oe not yet brdke off our mam Subject, and you mult have 


ot? 5 3 3 . Map 
on tence with me till we purſue it a little further. 125 
. X. My Blood and Spirits, I dare ſay, owe no leſs to GOD 
Ml 2 Saviour, than to a good Friend: And however your 
[1 We Bear fav ha . 

1: e beat for the Deity, I could venture upon you, that 


Indignity offered to your deareſt Friend would make 
er Blood boil, yea I perceive it is not perfectiy cool, 
pon my ſtrong Words againſt rhe Digniry of human 


1 

. 
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Nature 
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f But now reſume our Subject, and J agree to purſue It 

7 AAA ²˙ůmu be ae as 

1% ©: I am fatisfy'd your Charity, and the Charity of that 
1 ; : | | Sect 
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ect toward Mankind, abſtract. from the Influence of Rel 


bundance of Truth, or of diſintereſted Benevolence, or of pun 


that 23 of Jeſus Chriſt will hold true in all Ages to tu 


his Word. 


the Seed of Woman may appear at laft, when they a 
all gather'd out of every Nation; yet in every Age they a 
the feweſt, in Compariſon with the Seed of the Serpeni 


in Conformity to Chriſt their Head, till Chriſt come again 


Serpent and his Seed. 


L 32 


yelation upon them, is very agreeable to the Scripture 
But ſeeing they look for no true Goodneſs among Meal 
except what flows from Revelation, tell me how much di 
they expect to find by Means of Revelation? 
; N. As you muſt own, Philoſophy has not produced A 


1 


and well regulated Self-love in the Practice of Mankind, an 
that the Ideas of Beauty and Virtue could not ariſe from th 
Practice of the moſt Part of Men, but by the Rule 9 
Contraries ; fo I plainly tell you, that Se& expects na 
much from the Generality of Mankind any where, by Meal 
of Revelation. | 5 

They ſpeak much, in the Scripture-Stile, concerning 
Elect Remnant, and believe, That of the great Number 
that hear the Goſpel-Call, few are choſen. T hey reck 


End o 
that leadeth to De ſtruction „ and many there be which go in thereat i 
becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way which le ade. 
ents Life, and feqy there be that find it. And they hold then 

for falſe Prophets, that would make the Gate and Way will 
Life any way wider or broader than Chriſt has made it 18 


the World, Wide is the Gate, and broad is «be H 


23 


They take great Notice of that Diſtinftion berwixt ih 
two Seeds mentioned in the Book of Geneſis, immediate 4 
after the Account of the Fall of Man, and obierve the fe r 
yeral Inſtances of that Diſtinction, from that of Cain ani ˖ 
Abel till downward. And however great the Number z, 


the Woman's Seed are afflicted and humbled in this Worli 


and bring his People out of all Tribulation, and deſtroy tu 


- They obſerve how Revelation, and Religion dependin 
on it, has been always corrupted by the Wickedneis 
Men profeſſing to embrace it, and that, in all its diffcrenw 
Periods from Adam downward. They ſpeak of the Col 


ruption of Religion as revealed to Adam, firſt by Cain, an 


$20: bps r=», 


ld 
1 
5 
. 2 
E 
N 
* 


4 
3 
WY 


/ 


hen by the Poſterity of Seth, in mingling themſelves with 
WL in's apoſtate Race, till the Flood, from which only Noab, 
len che found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord, and his little 
mil, were ſaved. N 
Next, they take Notice of the Corruption of Noal's Re- 
eion among his Poſterity, and eyen the Race of hem, 
who ſeem to have been alſo aſſociated with Ham's Chil- 
uren, in building that famous Tower for the Worſhip of 
ie Heavens) until Abram was called alone from the ber- 
ice of other Gods, and all the Nations ſuffered to walk in 
heir own Ways from thenceforth, till Chriſt that Seed of 
ſbrabam Came. | | 


car They likewiſe point out the Corruptions of the Religion 
„f Moſes among the Poſterity of Jacob, till Chriſt came o 
* hem, when, though the eus, the Remnant of the Tribes 


faul, were very numerous, a very ſmall] Remnant of them 


* ras ſav'd according to eternal Election. 
„And all this is an Introduction to that which they never 
il to enlarge on as they are able, viz The Corruption of 


oe Chriſtian Religion by the Wickedneſs of its Profeſſors, 


- bo receiv'd not the Love of the Truth, eſpecially their 
readers, after the Days of the Apoſtles, which t ey ſee 
' "clearly foretold in the New Teſtament. They deſctibe the 


aul ſpeaks, when he ſays, The 41000 of Iniquity doth alreat 
uod, and trace it down to this Day, when they ſay the 
Lord is conſuming that Evil, which they do not expect to 
. ee wholly deftroy'd till he come again to Judgment ; and 
hey remark this Saying, I ben the Son of Man cometh, ſball 
Wie nd Faith on the Earth ? 


orruption of Chriſtianity from its Beginnings, of which 


"= hey place mach Religinn in abſtaining from every Part 
nl of that Corruption, as far as they can find it out by the 
Ne Teſtament, where pure an intire Chriſtianity is to be 
een; and particularly, they fly from all Appearance of Sub- 
ll jection to Church Authority ſupported evith ſecular Power ; 
WF hich they call Antichriſt, the Jap of Sm, the Beaſt, and the 


B77 toe (ftting on the ſcarlet coloured Beaſt. 
9. 


F 1 ( hat would you have me fay, of whar do you really 
1 think yourſelf of a 1 defign'd for the Benefit and 


Wo Help of Mankind, that was ſhut up from moſt Part of Men 
i {© Corner, and there cover'd with. a Vail for ſo many 


E Gee 


— 


Ages; and that, when 'publiſh'd to the World, proves bene. 
ficial in the Iſſue to ſo very few? OO | 
EX. I ſuppoſe you reckon I ſhould be againft the Uſe off 
the Load-ſtone, and not take the Jeſuites Bark for the Ague} 
Þecaufe the Uſe of thefe Fhings remain'd fo long hid tron] 
Mankind; and you would not have me make uk of an 
excellent Medicine, becauſe the moſt Part of Men flight 
or abuſe it: But, as TI believe all theſe will be benefited 
by this Revelation for. whoſe Benefit it declares itſelf ori 
ginally deſign'd, I ſuppoſe your Queſtion will preſs you ii 
little more, when you apply it to your Reaſon of Mankind 
and Principle of Moral Virtue, plac'd in Man, to lead him tl 
. Happinefs in the Way of the Practice of that Virtue, which, 
| However finely it may be talk'd of, muſt be own'd to bei 
very great Rarity among Men. I 
' A. And what ſhould I then think of this, That there 
is no true Religion but the Chriſtian ; and if true Chriſtia uf 
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nity be enquir'd for, it is to be found only pure and intirf 


In Books? eee 5 | 1 5 1 

©. They ſeem to go a great Length that Way; they di 
indeed make it very rare, but, at the ſame Time, riſqu 
fomething on the Reality of it. 75% eee 
A. And much more has been ventur'd on the contrary. 
© © So much the greater Fools were they that did 0, 
when. they had no Hope beyond this Life: For, what Good 
can a Man propoſe to himſelf or others, by giving up hu 
Life on this Point, Fhat there is no Rule of Right and 


Wrong, and no Hope beyond Death? 1 


K 
* 


R Even the fame Fhing theſe propoſe to themſelves, 


—__ ; 
A 


who venture their Lives and all their Hopes to ſave ther 
Honour in Duels . * 7 
A. And may not this be likewiſe fuſpected in thoſe win} 
pretend to ſufter for Conſcience Sake? 1-4. 
X. It is true, a Man may give his Body to be burned, and 
want Charity; in which Caſe it is only Pride, in ſome Shae th 
ar other, that moves him; and Sufferers ought e 19 0 
examine themſelves on this Head: But there is no Y 
Room for others to queſtion their Sincerity, as in the Cake 
"Juſt now mentioned. We are even to think better of then 
Tho fuffer on Points of Religion, as to which their Con- 
feiences are miſguided, than of others whoſe Conſcience i 
are better inform'd, and yer ſhun Suffering, as kreten gf 9 


1 
3 : 
= 
2 
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ne- 0 | | 

Wheir Intereſts in this Life to their eternal Intereſt, and the 
ue, Friendſhip of this World to the Friendſhip of GOD. But 
on {Whow can they be thought: well of, that pretend to ſtate their 


Py *- 
4 


Sufterings againſt the, very Being of Religion ? 
A. At leaſt this may be thought af them, That they are 
el firmly perſwaded there is none 
r. . I may freely grant, that Martyrdom ſkould paſs for 
good Proof of the Perſwaſion of the Sufferers; but, from 
Ww hat is ſaid, it may be evident, that it cannot be admit 
ae as any Proof, of the Truth of chat whereof they are 
rmly perſwaded. e . 
ei K. If you grant it a Proof of the real Perſwafion of 
be Sufferers, it will ariſe upon you, in ſome Caſe or 
other, to a Proof of the Truth of that fame Thing they 
// ² » . , ... FTE "SR 
rr . Coſt what it will, I ſhall not retract my Grant with- 
at a Reaſon ; but I'll be glad to know in what Cafe Mar- 
tyrdom comes to a Proof of the Truth of the Cauſe, _ = 
X. In the Caſe of a plain Fact, whereof the Martyrs ean- 


ot be ignorant: For Inſtance, ſuppoſe a, Dozen of plain 
Mien, thorow Martyrs, on this Peint af Fact, That they 
rhemſelves, in Preſence of many others, did, with the 
reateſt Caution, and Fear of being impoſed on, evidently 
Nee with their Eyes, an intimate Acquainrance alive, handle 
him with their Hands, eat and drink wich him, and con- 
erte with him familiarly and frequently, for rhe Space 
t forty Days, and all this after he was notourly put to 
Death by his Enemies, who, having heard that he had 
ſaid before his Death, After three Ba s I will riſe again, 
0 grook Care to ſee hium/thraughly dead, and to have him ſe- 
crured in his Grave, as far as human Security can go: And 
further, Thar, after all, while he was converſing with 
x them, and appointing them his Witneſſes of what they had 
ſeen and heard, promiſing them Aſſiſtance from Heaven, 
b which rhey afterward received, to the Conviction of 
Thouſands) they ſaw him evidently. taken up from among 
them into Heaven: If the Martyrdom of theſe Men who 
ſuffer'd upon this, be a Proof that they really believ'd it, 
or were moſt firmly perſwaded of it, it muſt be, at the ſame 
Time, a Proof that the Fact is true, that the Reſurrection 
A ſeſus Chriſt is true, and therefore that the Whole of 
2 5 r Chriſti- 


* 


6 


. RY 
Chudiſtſa uity, imported in that Fact, and wholly depending ii ñ 


R 


upon jt, is true. a | ; 
S. | evnfeſs this is what I did nat expect, and I promiſi 
ou | ſhail conſider it: For you have told me already 
hat y'ou will not admit Church Authority ſupported with f. 
tular Power, or any Thing that pertains to that, as if 
Proof againſt it, becauſe 8 ſay it was expreſly foretoliſ 
by theſe Martyrs for the Truth of the Reſurrection. 
X. There can be no greater Enemies to the Goſpel tha 
the Jews were from the Beginning; and yet, by a ven 
extraordinary Providence, they continue in the ſame En 
mity to this Day, ready to be Martyrs for the Old Tet 
ment, upon which the New is grafted ; and the more oppol,4 
fite that Church Authority ſupported with ſecular Power ca of 
be ſhew'd to be unto the Teltimony of the Martyrs for tù Ef 
Truth of the Reſurrection, it was fly the more fit a Mea 
for handing that Teſtimony to us. 7 
A. As this Sect of which you are ſpeaking pretends u 
depend wholly on the Sctipture, I think this is a very 1 
marlkable. Benefit they owe to Church Authority ſupporun 
i, mow Fower, which they certainly ought to a 


1 
- vl p 


knowledge. | | — 
X. So they do, even as they alſo acknowledge what the) 
owe to the Fews, while they reckon that Church Authoriz te 
As oppoſice to the Deſign of the New Teſtament, as Fudain In 


18 to the Seppe of the Old : Bur in this they eſpecially ac ö t, 
| ee e, with Thankfulneſs and Adoratien, the ma 


vellous divine Providence, in bringing ſo great a Good 
them out of ſo much Evil. FIT eee "2: BN 
©. Nothing can be more 3 to the Deſcriptio 
given of Chriltiani in the New Teſtament, than Church A 
 #hority ſupported with ſecular Power. This was to be ſeen i 
Perfection in the Church of Rome, and the Proteſtant Cle 
y have copy'd after that Church in this Matter to thei 
Power, and fully as far as the Nature of their Cauſe wou 
allow : Byt do this People imagine, that a Nation of thi} 
World will ever be govern'd without a publick Leading i 
Religion, or without a National Church of any Kind? 
& They have no ſuch Imagination: For, from the Ri: 
bf Vimrod's Kingdom, which behoved to have its Religion 
as I hinred before, no Kingdom of this World has wanted 
pubiick Leading in Religion. 1 

; 2 Eqs When 
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When the Roman Empire was fiript of its old Form of A 
Religion. by.Cofantine, it put on in its Stead that-Fore of 1 
i nriſtianity which ought to be called Antichriſtian, 4. e. a 

WP rofcſlion of the Cbriſtian Religion fitted to a Kingdom of 
his World, and made conſiſtent with the Purſtiit of worldly 
Honour, and Wealth, and Pleaſure, and with all theſe Pra- 


de. 


Our 


N 


az 
% 


ob 2 +445 
2 


ther. 


This 


Work 


9 0 inde pendant Ki 


yon a little further, and particular- 


and Anticbriſt, and the Man of Sin, as importing the great 
Evil again which they ſtate their Profiſfon of C 1 illi. 
YH Js and I muſt hear you upon this conſuming of the Man 
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1 ow you are oome to te Aae. and 1 fl * 
poſe you are in Readinets to anſwer my UM" 


3 
* 


. 1 have thought on the 8 ect frequently, but cannoi wa 
ure, a arge I hear i 1. , Z 
8 In the firſt Place, then, I ask what the Sect of whial : 
e have been ſpeaking means by the Beaſt, or how thei. 
LS: Title to Church Authority Fupported with" ſe: ai; 3 | © 
Porver ! 4 2 b 
X. They think the "BY aft flands in the Prophecies, as af . 
Emblem of 'Tyrannical Power: And the Clergy have eker 1 
aſcd fuch a P&wer in the World two Ways. 1 
1. They have ruled the World by the Stren th and Au 
er, the ten Kings who gave them their Kingdom, % 
ormity &. An this! is the Beaſt with ten Horns. 1 | 
9 8 They have alſo a pretended ſpiritual, but really ryrat- 3 
ical Power, which A exerciſe in the Name O Chrif, 
over the Conſciences of Men; And this is the Beaſt cuil 
wo Horm as a Lamb, but ſpeaking as a Dragon, who Sen 
all the Pocver of tbe 7 Beaft, in his Preſence. This is 10 
Tame with the falſe Prophet! 3 
This pretended ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtick rener or Jil 
Eiction, is exerciſed by ar. eccleſiaftical Frame of Gove 
ment, made after the Model of the ſecular or civil Govern 
ment; by a regular Subordination of Church Courts, «M 
Church Officers, or both together; though it be ee 8 
whether a general Council, or the higheſt Biſhop be the F 
ſupream. nd this is che Image A” the Beaſt that has "Y 4 
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O. 1 Mou -wwink this makes your People (for ſo 1 _ I : 
call chem) rigidly tenacious of the preciſe Plan of the 0. 
er 125 'Gorcranicnt of the Church that Fo ſce ww 1 


——— 
— 


— 
© XY 2 n . 
ICAL — 22 


— 
———— GC 


2 82 — 
5 * . — 


8 2 22 — . 


9 4 1. 4 9 % » | 70 hall R $ 7.4 
1 5 A 4 i 
3K F. 
n 1 
— (8 / 1 1 « a — 
_ Bs. - 
| * — 4 4 ; 3 


e molnoas lay hon Rev. xvii, 17. 


39 | 

ew Teſtament, left they ſhould loſe their Chriſtian Libers 
y, and pay Homage to this Image of: the Beaſt. 
X. Perfectly right! True Cariftian Liberty cannot be 
njoyed, nor can Chriſtianity be truly profeſſed, or out ward- 
y practiſed, but in that very Order which is laid down for it 
n the New Teſtament: And though there be no Licence 
o fulfil the. Luſts of the Fleſh in that Order, and it be at- 
ended with ſeveral Hardſhips and Inconveniencies, yet they 
hink they ought to rejoyce in the Liberty to ſerve the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which they find in that Order, and they pity 
he W orſhippers of the Image of the Beaft, who are but poor 
Slaves and Servants of Corruption, in mid of all their En- 
Woyments and worldly Eafe. © | 
©. But I am afraid their Zeal 'againft the Beaft with ten 
Norns, and his Image, _ lead them, in ſome Caſes, to 
e obnoxious to the Magiſtrate, even in this Land of reli- 
ious Liberty. eie On, 

X. Your Leden may be not ill grounded, as to Places 
here Magiſtrates either account it their Honour, or find it 
Womeway their Intereſt to ſerve the Clergy, eſpecially ſeeing 


uo Man can be admitted Burgeſs or Free- man in an po- 
ation, without an Oath to ſupport the prevailing 1 5 
cd ſeeing all muſt make ſome Shew of obſerving the Holy: 


Pays that the Church pleaſes to appoint, _ 
. Doubtleſs it muſt be very refreſhing to the Glergy, un- 
Per the Contempt that now begins ſenſibly to afflick them, to 


2 onſider the Allegiance that's ſworn to them in Cities and 
Corporations, and to ſee the whole Nation bowing down to 
3 them on their appointed Day. i 4 
% vt what becomes then of the Epiſcopal Diflenters from 
11 he eſtabliſned Church; I mean ſuch as profeſs Conſcience 


n refuſing to ſwear Allegiance to the Powers that be, and 
pray for them 2 Do they ſwallow down this Oath? Or, 
ho they make any Shew of obſerving the Presbyterian Holy- 
Pays, which poſſibly have been ſometimes appointed by the 
lergy, even to ſhew their Power? 


= X. If you conſider the Situation of theſe Diſſenters, with 

ecſpect 2 you will in Enemies . 

Have a va vantage againſt them, if they did not juggle a 
ittle in ſuch Things. TY | F N por | 
. This is but a ſorry Excuſe for Perjury and Hypocriſy 


X. And 


them who yet pretend to fear an 


wt! 1 
III. 


thority in their own Balance ? 


rhey be denied their Share in your untverſal Charity? A 


Sorts of Mechanicks? Or, why may you not expect to fi 


40 f 

X. And what will be your Excuſe for the Pretence of i| 
Regard to Ch riſtianity and the Scripture, in Books written 
| ly againſt the Chriſtian Religion and the Scriptures! | 
Vhat ſay you of the Candour and Ingenuity of the; Chi 
an Deiſt, as an Interpreter of the Scripture? Do you think 
he believes as he would have ns believe, that Pau] was ſuch 
another as himſelf? And what is your Vindication of th 
Truth and Sincerity of the filent Submiſſion to impoſed pu 
blick Standards of Faith, and decent Conformity to the 
23 the prevailing Religion, recommended by a nobꝭ 
uthor? | | | 77 


S. I'll make no Excuſe for it. It is not agreeable wa 
Truth, nor conſiſtent with Candour and Ingenuity ; And i 
cannot but be a ſtrong Prejudice in the Minds of ingenuou 
Men, againſt the Cauſe that's managed in ſuch a Manna 
But the juggling Way is fill more inexcuſable in them w 
who profels the Simplicity and godly Sincerity of Chriſtian 
And if the prevailing Clergy had as much Value for thi 
Souls of Men as they pretend, would they not be concerned 
to have the Temptations removed? But, what do I ſay} 
Are the Souls of Men able to counter-balance their own Au 

X. More Charity 1 beg of you! You ſeem to have a pt: 
culiar Diſlike of al Sorts of the Clergy: Yer, why ſhoull 


they only deftitute of the Principle of diſintereſted Benevo 
tence? And doth that Principle exert itſelf in all State. 
men, Lawiers, Phyficians, Merchants, Soldiers, and a b | 


as much of it among the Clergy, with reſpe& to our Soulz | I : 
i among the Lawiers and Phyſicians, with reſpect to oy 
ſtates and the Health of our Bodies? Put 1 in tht 2 hi 


©. Well, you are a fine Advocate for ergy-men ! Bu, Nur 


is 
cr 
| el 
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Wot be charged, in ſome Caſes, with the Crime of Diſobedi 
ce to the Magiſtrate? _ | 1 | 
Ex. No Doubt their Enemies will raiſe a Cry againſt Diſo- 
S&dicnce to the Magiſtrate, when his Orders, in the Execu- 
on of the Commands of the Clergy, are not obeyed ; and 
ey who make no Scruple of being acceſſory to Theft and 
erjury in the Caſe of Ceſar's Tribute, will join heartily in 
Wc religious Cry; even as the Jews compiained to Prlat of 
us, and raiſed a Cry againſt him, as oppoſite to Ceſar's 
Fingdom: For, tho' they ſpirit up Mobs, and raiſe Seditions 
Pemſelves when at under, yet, whoever contemns their Au- 
Pority when the Magiſtrate ſupports it, muſt be, in their Ac- 
Pont, againſt Ceſar. 3 
But the People I have been deſcribing adhere to GOD's 
Prainance of Magiſtracy, Gen. ix. 6. as it is illuſtrated, 
em. xiii. Chap. where the Evil, with reſpect to which the 
Wagiftrate is a Revenger, is only working Ill to our Neigh- 
i! Pur, againſt the ſecond Table of the Law. And theſe who 
e moſt forward in condemning them for refuſing Subjec- 
n to antichriſtian Power, are as ready to treat them with 
uel Mockings, for a firi& Obſervation of the Chriſtian 
Faw, touching the Magiſtrate : But they are ſubje& to the 


rriſt their Lord, who forbids them, under the higheſt 
ins, to receive any Mark of Subjection to antichriſtian 
ef. Mower. And when they refuſe the Mark of the Beaſt, they 
ew Subjection to the Magiſtrate, and to Jeſus Chrift, in 
in atient ſuffering ; for they abhor Mobs as much as they do a 
"Wational Sun ng 
. Ido not ſee how this can hurt civil Society, though, 
Phile there is any national Church, it muſt expoſe them- 
lves to ſome Hardſhips 
EX. And without theſe, no Man can live godly in Chriſt 
eſus, amidſt this preſent evil World. 
e. There is one Thing concerning the Beaſt not yet men- 
Moned, that has tormented the Commentators, viz. his 
Number, the Number of his Name. Have you any Thing to 
ay of that? _ | 
. X. The Number of the Beaſt muſt, ſomeway, carry in it 
is Character, for it is the Number of bis Name. The 
Scripture uſes to ſet down Numbers in Words, and not in 
Letters or Figures, except the Number of the Beaſt, and the 
Hr = F e oppoſne 


Y owers that be, becauſe they are ſo commanded by Jeſus 
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oppoſire Number of the Lamb. The Beaft's Number Ranil 
in theſe three Greek Letters, X E, g. which happens if 
be Initials of the Words, Nolg ter vos, Savors gerupdo, 71. e. Chi 
fians Strangers to the Groſs, a very proper Motto for the Bea 
whole Company, and a Character that, one Way or oth 
fits them all, and none other but them. The oppoſite Nunf 
ber of the Lamb (the Emblem of Chriſt in his patient {if 
fering, in Oppoſition to the perſecuting Beaſt.) ſtands in th 
vil. Chapter of the Revelation, expreſſed in. theſe the 
Letters, p, u, J And theſe again are the Initials q 
theſe three Words, pu ros, paprugss, C.,“; i 
#he perſecuted Witneſſes of the Word ; which is the very 0% 
Police of the former, and agrees exactly with the Deſc 
tion the Rewelation gives of the Followers of the Lamb thi 
was ſlain, in Oppoſition to the Worſhippers of the Beaſt. 
has been obſerved, that the Number of the Lamb's Com 
ny, 144, is mentioned for the Sake of 12, its Square-Ro. 
to give us a Deſcription of the true Church, as wholly bu 
on the Doctrine of the 12 Apoſties of the Lamb, even as 
Church of the Old Teſtament ſprang from the 12 Patriarci 
And this Number 12 is ſet down in theſe two Letters, {i 
- which may ſtand for 4 ed Tev/4ch Baotaetov, the roya Pris ® 
hood. And if rhe Number 25 be the Root of the Bet 
Number, as Potter would have it, then that might be « 
preſſed by x 2. xvererus Ivy the Lordſhip of the Nat 8 
of which the LORD ſpeaks to his Diſciples in this Mui 
ner, Je know that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe D 
nion oer them, and they that are great exerciſe Author ty un 
them; but it ſball not be ſo among you: But, whoſoever will i 
great among jeu, let him be your Minifter, and whoſoever will 
Chief among you, let him be your Servant; even as the n 
Aan came not to be mini ſtred unto, but to miniſter, and to give 
Life a Ranſom for many. LE 
8. I ſuppoſe the Greeks and Romans uſed to expreſs thei 
Mottos by the initial Letters; and fo J muſt own your AY 
count of the Number of the Beaſt's Name is more plain aw 
ſimple than any I have yet heard; and the oppoſite Moti 
of the two Companies are exactly agreeable to the Dorf 
pf that Sect abour ſuffering, and to the New Teftamen. 
Bur I am not ſatisfied with their building ſo much upon Eu 
blems and dark Sayings, eſpecially when moſt Part of tho. 
are incapable to judge of them, as being unskilled in the oY 
riginal Language. J X. There 
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X. There is no Doctrine drawn from theſe Figures, ar 


atience of the Saints; bere are they that keep the Commandments 
GOD, and the Faith of Jeſus. Whereby they eaſily undex- 
ad, that, if they have the Patience of the Saints, in 
2D ppofition to perſecuting, or yielding the Truth for Fear of 
firing, and if they keep the Commandments of GOD, 
ca the Faith of Jeſus, as ſet forth in the Scriptures, in Op- 
ſition to all the Commandments and Doctrines of Men, 
ad that with Patience in ſuffering, then they are free of 
„ Porſnipping the Beaſt aud his Image, and are not receiving 
jj e Mark of his Name. VVV 
6. So much for de Beaſt. Let me next hear what your 
11; eople have to ſay of the ore. N 
lu X. As the true Church is ſer forth by the Emblem of a 
oman, ſo is the falſe repreſented 0% a Woman, a Whore ; 
I hat is, a Society that pretends to be rhe Spouſe of Jeſus 
hriſt, and the Mother of the Children of GOD, and, un- 
er this Pretext, conunits Fornication with the Kings of the 
£477. | 
co. And how does ſhe that? | 

LK. They hold this as a ſtrong Preſumption of it, That, 
Pot content with the Protection and Proviſion that Jeſus 
hriſt beſtows on his Church, ſhe betakes herſelf to the 
ings of the Earth, and is defended and provided for by 

hem, and ſhews herſelf openly abroad in the Ornaments 
"a ney have beſtowed on her. | 

And they look on this as a plain Proof of ir, That ſhe 
Hoaſts herſelf the Mother of Multitudes of Children thar 
oþ ppear manifeſtly never to have been begotten by the Power 
ef Jeſas Chrift, or by the incorruptible Seed of the Word 
_ 5 F 2 e 


ws 
3% 
Int 
4 4 7 

A 
8 

4 
"af 
14 
hd, 
75 


== 3. 
A - 
LN. - - Ya 4 


. 8 * 


— SAN 
2 - Ma; 
72 - : > "IP" 


that was preached by his Apoſtles, but by the Power of thi 
Kings of the Earth. In Oppoſition to this, they hold non 
for Church Members, but ſuch as appear to be begotten ii 
the Word of Truth, and who are keeping the Commandments 
GOD, and have the corn of Feſus Chrift. And, as a inf 
viſible Church muſt be a Church of the Saints, they cannd 
Jook on that as a true Church, that's made up of Member 
who never appeared to believe on Chriſt, N the Wat 
of his Apoſtles, who appear not to have the Teſtimony e 
Jeſus, nor to be keeping the Commandments of GOD. An 
they maintain, that the People of GOD are called to « 
out of ſuch Churches, and to turn away from them, leſt thi 


the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus? Even " 
Roman Church herſclt only ſhews her Zeal for Chriſt, in f 
ſecuting them who deny and blaſpheme the Teſtimony, 4M 
diſobey GOD's Commands, viz. Hereticks and Schiſmatid 
and, ſo far is ſhe from delighting in Blood, that the 
Inquiſitors beg the ſecular Powers to ſhew Mercy to ch 


wretched Hereticks and Blaſphemers whom they deliver 
40 them. | Not x 
| 4 


partake of their Sins and their Plagues. the 
Further, they ſay this is one of the plain Characters of H wi 
Whore, That ſhe perſecutes the Remnant of the Womal th 
Seed, which keep the Commandments of GOD, and ha tei 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, and that by the Power of H pc 
Kings that commit Fornication with her. And ſo ſhe h Ac 
Pears drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and with the blo iy 0 
abe Martyrs of Feſus, g 
O. But, where ſhall the Chriſtian Church be found, . N 
will take with this laſt Thing that they make the Charadſ , h 
of the Whore? Churches may own theſe Facts, That ty v 
are defended and provided for by the Kings of the Ea ? 
and that, as they ſtand defended by theſe Kings, they h ti 
many Children, or Members, that have not been begoit 
by the Goſpel, and cannot properly be called Saints, , © 
that had not been in the Church without the Favour at © 
Countenance of thoſe ſecular Powers, though they ! 
ſtoutly deny the Inference your People make from til | 
Facts (which yet wants not a fair Appearance.) f 
where is the Church that will take with this Fact, That! 0 
perſecutes them who have the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and kl t 
GOL*s Commands; or that ſhe takes Pleaſure in ſhedd | 


TE [44] 
b Now, if this Character do not apply to the. Church of 
"Rome, ſhe cannot, on any Account, be eſteemed that Whore 
in the Revelation, that's drunk with the Blood of Chriſtian 
1:8 Saints and Martyrs, far leſs can any other Church. —__ 
KX. If we take the Account the Fews will give us of the 
Death of Chriſt, they were far from perſecuting the Meſſiah, 
or putting him to Death; but, in their great Zeal for the 
Honour of the Deity, they were taking Care to have a De- 
ceiver, a falſe Prophet, taken out of the Way, according to 
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the Law of Moſes, as a Blaſphemer, who, by his Doctrine, 1 
made himſelf God, to the great Reproach of the Deity. 3 
And ſo far were they from approving of Perſecution, that 5 
they highly honoured the Prophets, and righteous Men * 
who ſuttered in the Days of their Fathers, and declared that 1 


they would have had no Part with their Fathers in that Mat- 
ter: Yet they themſelves were acted by the ſame Spirit that 
perſecuted the Prophets in their Fathers; and on this very | 
Account Jeſus Chriſt ſays to them, Le Serpents, ye Generati?̃é 
of Vipers, hoav can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? And when 5 
Jet Chriſt was clear d by his Reſurrection, teſtify'd to all 

ations, and the Fews had alſo perſecuted the Witneſſes of 
his Reſurrection in their Zeal of GOD, and of his Law gi- 
Ven by Moſes, then the Vengeance of GOD came upon their 
Nation, for all the righteous Blood ſhed upon the Earth, 
from the Blood of righteous Abel. 

Neither will all the Pretence that the falſe Church makes 
of her Zeal for the Honour of Chriſt and his Kingdom, vin- & 
dicate her from the Charge of the Blood of the Saints and 1 
Martyrs of Jeſus, even tho' ſhe do greater Honour to the 
Martyrs of former Ages than did the Jews, while ſhe pro- 
ſecutes her Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, her falſe Prophets, 

or Teachers, and Blaſphemers, upon the ſame Principles, in 

the ſame Method, and with the ſame Spirit and Temper 

wherewith the Martyrs of former Ages were perſecuted. 

Even that poor Pretext, of praying the ſecular Arm to pity 

and ſpare them that are delivered over to it, ſerves to con- 

demn her, as it ſhews ſhe is not wholly ignorant that the 

Church of Chriſt ought to be of another Manner of Spirit 

than to deflroy Mens Lives ; while at the ſame Time the has 

the People of the Nations and the Kings of the Earth per- 
ſwaded, that they do GOD. good Service in deſtroying them: 10 
For ſhe has made them drunk with the Vine of her Ne a. 
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And when the Time of the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and 


the Day of Vengeance ſhall come, then in ber will be found 


the Blood of Prophets and of Saints, and of all that were Hain] 
bon the Earth. And all that partake with that pretended 
Mother Church, (the true Mother of Harlots ) in purſuing Þ 
the Principles of National Uniformity and Extirpation, par- 


take with her in her Sin, and muſt ſhare in her Plagues. 
But certainly this Character of the Whore cannot apply 
to any Church that ſt ppeth her Cars from hearing of Blcod, or 


that concurs not, directly or indirectly, with the r 
. 


Mens Lives for Chriſt's Sake, either by Means of the 
giſtrate, or by the Hands of the Mob. | 


©. The next Queſtion is about Antichri, which, I would 
Think, muſt denote Oppoſition to Chriſt. X 


X. But that Oppoſition muſt be under a Shew of Regard 
to him; for John, who ſpeaks of Antichrift in his Epiſtles, 
bids Chriſtians try the Spirits, leſt they ſhould be impos'd on 


by the fair Shews of falſe Prophets, and take up with the 


Spirit of Antichriſt, inſtead of the Spirit of Chriſt ; and this 
Exhortation had been perfectly needleſs, if the Spirit of Ar- 


tichriſt did no way pretend to be the true Spirit of Chriſt, i 
but appear in open and undiſſembled Oppoſition to it, à 
did the Fewiſh Rabbies, and the Heathen Philoſophers 
Paul tells us, the Man of Sin fits in the Temple of G00, 
and manages his Oppoſition there; ſo that we may ſay, | 
That Antichriſt oppoſes himſelf to Chrift in the Name f 


Chriſt. 


©. At this Rate, you would even comprehend our People i 
under the Deſignation of Antichriſt, as they make a Sort 


of Pretence to Chriſtianity, and yield a decent Obſervance 


to the Rites of the Chriſtian Religion prevailing in their Wi 


Country. | | | 

X. So I might, if the Pretext were not too thin to deceiye 
any .Body thar's ſerious about the Goſpel ; but tho* they had 
all the Grimace of the Quakers, who do not differ from 
them at Bottom, they could not be called that Antichrilt. 
They rather ſeem to be pointed at in theſe Words of Peter, 


pere ſhall come in the laſt Days Scoffers, walking after their ows 


Lufts, and ſaying, A bere is the Promiſe of his Coming? And 
I wonld take them to be theſe who ſpeak Evil of the Way 
of Truth, by Reaſon of the Antichriſtian falſe Teachers, 


and of the Multitudes following their pernicious Ways: 


©. And 


. 1 

o. And how then does Antichriſt oppoſe himſelf 10 Chrif 

in the Name of Chriſt ? 2 No 7 
X. Jebn deſcribes the Oppoſition of the grand Antichriſt 

by that of his little Forerunners among the firſt Chriſtians: 


For, as Paul tells us, That the Myſtery ef Iniquity, which was 
© at laſt to come to a 64g Head, was already evorking among 


Chriſtians; ſo Jobn ſays, As ye have beard that Antichriſt ſhall 
come, even now there are many Antichviſts ; and again, This is 
that Spirit of Antichrift whereof you have heard that it ſpould come, 
and even now already is it in the World. He informs us, That 


S theſe many Antichriſts that were in his Time, departed from 


the Communion of Saints, as it ſtood among the firſt Chri- 


ſtians, who, under the Direction of the Apoſtles, walked 


bor the Authority of the Lord Jeſus, and cxerciſes a lordly 
nn | Dominion 


together in brotherly Love, in Separation from the World, 
or in Oppoſition to the Love of the World, and of the 
Things of the World, knowing the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
through his Spirit, whereof they were Partakers, and pro- 
feſſing the Hope of the Promiſe of eternal Life; So that 
there muſt be a Departure from theſe Fhings in the Caſe of 
chat great Antichriſt, whereby his Oppoſition to Chrift may 
de manifeſt, notwithſtanding all his Pretences to an Inte- 
reſt in him. Paul calls the fame Matter an Apoſta cy, and 
„days, Wen ſball depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing 

= jirits. Now, as the firſt Perverters of the Goſpel departed 
„from the Faith, under a Pretence to it, whereby they were 
ſſt to deceive and ſeduce Chriſtians into a real Oppoſition to 
the Faith of Chrift, ſo does that Antichriſt depart from the 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, as come in the Fleſh, in turning back to 
that old fleſhly and worldly State of the Church that he 
came in the Fleſh to do away, and that he aboliſhed in his 
Death; and thus he is a Liar, when he pretends to own that 
$ Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. He departs from the Faith 
of Jeſus as the Chriſt, or the anointed Prophet, Prieſt and 
King of the Church, which partakes with him in that A. 
8 zointing, and ſo knows the Truth, and is a Royal Prieſthood ; 
for he ſets up his own Teſtimony, and puts it upon the 


Church for the Teſtimony of that great Prophet Jeſus Chriſt. 


He eſtabliſhes another Priefthood in the Church, and other 


Interceſſors with God, and exalts human Merit, to the ma- 


king of the Merit and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt of none 


ffect; and he impoſes his own Authority upon the Church, 
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the Reſurrection from the Dead; for he denies the Father, uu 


 Chrift, and our Love to one another according to that. 


mould think it hard to prove againſt a y Chriſtian Church, 
that they hear not the Apoſtles of Chriſt. I know you! 


48 


Dominion over GOD's Heritage. Thus he fits in the Ten bei 
le of GOD, exalting himſelf, and oppoſing himſelf to Chrii Mer. 
in the Name of Chriſt ; and ſo he is a Liar, when he pre ing 
tends to own that Jeſus is the Chriſt. Further, he depart} & 
from the Faith and Hope of the Promiſe of eternal Liſi Fh) 
through the Death and Reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus, an v 
cleaves to the Things that are in the World, in Oppoſition ty hd 


the Father and the Son, as manifeſted in that Promiſe of K 1! 


ternal Life; He ſeduces Men from the Belief of this greaf Prin 


Chriſt, who was declared to he the Son of GOD with Poxwer, H 6 


3 


he is a Liar, when he ſays he knows the Father and Jeſu 


hath begotten us to the lively Hope of the heavenly [nheritance, 
the Reſurrection of Feſus Chrift from the Dead; and he denial 
the Son, abo gave himſelf for our Sins, that be might deliver u 
from this preſent evil Worid, according to the Will of GOD a 
our Father. SN 1 
In a Word, the Spirit of Antichriſt, that would paſs for 
the Spirit of Chriſt, is known to be againft Chriſt by theſt 1 ſhi 
Signs. 1. It confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
Fleſh. 2. It ſpeaketh of the World, and is hearken'd tf 
by worldly Men. 3. It draws Men away from 8 the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, who preach'd the Goſpel with the Hoy; 
Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven; and it ſeduces them to gie 
more Ear to the Doctrines and Commandments of Men, tha 
to the Words of the Holy Ghoſt preach'd by the Apoſtles, aw 
ſpecially concerning the Love of GOD, as manifeſted in 


©. All this is ſtill very agreeable to the Doctrine of that : | 
Sect, and it looks very like the New Teſtament; but I 


readily tell me what you have ſaid before concerning the 
Interpretation of Scripture, but it will not be eaſy to con. 
vince them, who think they hold the true Interpretation 0 


the Apoſtles againſt all Errors and falſe Gloſſes, or who by ; 
| : then Bt - 


LY 3 

em heir Religion as received from the Apoſtles, either by 
ar Writing, or by unwritten Tradition, that they are not hear- 
pre 1 ng the Apoſtles. : 

X. No leſs hard than it was to convince the Jes that 


arty A — . 
hey were not hearing A/oſes and the Prophets; yet the Thing 
ant is very clear in many Inſtances: 1 ſhall condeſcend on a few. 


i rhe Council of Conſtance confeſs'd, that Communion in both 
fe inds was both commanded by Chrift, and practiſed by the 
real primitive Church, and yet forbade it. After this the Coun- 
tte il of Baſil made a Decree touching Communion in both 
Ninds, by which they declared, Thar Believers who com- 


hil ; unicate are not oblig'd, by divine Right, to communicate 
Be in both Kinds, and that it is che Buſineſs of the Church to 
al determine in what Manner the Communion ought to be ad- 
hu! iniſter'd. ; Is not this a ſtrange Way of hearing the A- 
ul poſtles! as if theſe Apoſtles had left the Church poſſeſſed of 
11 divine Right to contradict the plaineſt Things a” have 
aa written! And may not this ſame Inſtance ſerve to fix the 
Cbaracter of changing the Times and Laws? 

ie O. This is barefac'd enough I own; but have you no 

more Inſtances ? 


KX. It is as plain in the Words of the Apoſtles, that the 
iciples ſhould aſſemble on the firſt Day of the Week to 
rreak Bread, as it is that they ſhould aſſemble for Wor— 


hold themſelves indiſpenfibly oblig'd to aſſemble for 
8 Worſhip on the firſt Day of the Week, find no ſuch O- 
BS bligation on them to aſſemble then to break Bread. | 

. _ ©. That is to ſay, they are not hearing the Apoſtles, even 
in their aflembling to worſhip on that Day, but are oblig'd 
co it by ſome other Authority. 5 5 
X. I might obſerve to you further, That the Church of 
Rome, and Proteſtant Churches too, hold the eating of 
ſtrangled and Blood as indifferent, and as lawful as the eat- 
irg of any of the Meats forbidden in the Law of W/ojes ; 


at | 
[WJ £10 the Apoſtles (in the ſame Decrees that freed the Gen- 
„de, from the Yoke of that Law) expreſly forbade it, as 
1 8 #2eceſſary to be abſtain'd from, together with the cating of 


2 Things facrificed to Idols, (a Thing that Chriſt hates) and 
g with Fornication ; and yet they have eftabiiſhed a Diſtincti- 
en of Meats on their Seaſons and Days of Faſting, requiring 


Aſinene 


41 ip on that Day; yet Churches call'd Chriſtian, who 
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| 5 | 13 
Abſtinence from Meats that GOD hath created to be veceiv'd uin 
Thankſgiving. 5 1 of cl 
_ The Apoſtles gave Commandment about Church Officer Rhe 
Biſhops, or Elders, and Deacons, and, in deſcribing their hi 
Character, expreſly allow them to be the Husband of om Pin 
Mife; but the Church of Rome as expreſly forbids them to, 
marry at all. 4 
S. You cannot ſay this of Proteſtant Churches, who al. 
low them to marry as often as they pleaſe, providing then « 
have but one at once. | ; 
X. But I have not ſufficient Ground to think they are 
hearing the Apoſtles in that either; for, when I conſider 
what is ſaid of the miniſtring Widow, that ſhe is not to be 


talen into the Number, under Threeſcore Years old, having been the 


4 
— 


& iſe of one Man, and that in Oppolicion to the younger Wi 
dows, who are allow'd to marry again rather than do 
worſe; yea, in Oppoſition to ſuch as have been oftner tha 
once married, after they profeſſed the Faith, before Three. n. 
{core Years of Age; I think I have Reaſon to believe, tha; 
the Apoſtles forbade Church Officers to be married oftner i. 
than once: Not that they forbade them to marry in caſe of 
Need, to prevent worſe, but that they would have then 
refus'd as Church Officers when ſo marry'd. | 15 
©. If I be not miſinform'd, theſe Inſtances will not touch 
the Greek Church; for it is ſaid, they neither eat Blood, 
nor allow their Prieſts to marry twice, though they permi WM; 
them to marry once. 3 . 1 

X. Vet this is far from being enough to clear that Church, 
or the ſeveral Sects of Eaſtern Chrittians, of the Charge off 
not hearing the Apoſtles : Yea, every Church is liable to 
this Charge, that is not holding the Goſpel juſt as the firl Fr. 
Churches receiv'd it from the Apoſtles, nor walking in that 
fame Order ro which the Apoſtolick Exhortations ( eſpeci 
ally concerning brotherly Love, and the Communion of the 
Saints and Faichful in the Worſhip of GOD) are all « 
dapted; ſo that they cannot be obſerv'd, as given by the 
Apoſtles, but in that Order to which they are ſuited. 

It would require a great Exceſs of Charity to eſteem them 
as Hearcrs of the Apoſtles, who contend earneſtly for 4 
Cnurch Order, and for Modes and Forms of Church Go- 
vernment and Worſhip that are not to be ſeen in the A. 
poſtles Writings; and, at tke ſame Time that they are 

| adhering 
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n anering obſtinately to ſuch Uſages, if they be put in Mind 
t che Neglect of ſome of the cleareſt plaineſt Things that 
dhe Apoſtles have written, will readily anſwer, That the d 
1 Things were written only for that Time, and not for the 
ime we live in; which is in plain Terms to ſay, That the 
my of the Apoſtles are to be regarded juſt as an old Al- 
anack. 


n every Church that's cali'd Chriſtian ; and ſuppoling theſe 
o be heid by each Church as its Fundamentals, (for Par- 
ies difter as much about this as any Thing whatſoever) it 


F 1 a « : LIES 7 bo HE EE De, 


n their Compliance with the Deviations of the Church 
where their Intereſt lies, from the primitive Order that a 

ears in the Apoſtolick Writings, by this, That they hold the 
ae Fundamentals, and ſo ave good Catholick Chriſtians ; and here- 
upon they are ready to glory over thoſe who would be te- 
nacious of the Words of the Apoſtles, without adding or 
Wiminiſhing, as narrow Souls and Bigots, oppoſite to Catho- 
Wick Chriſtianity ; yet the Writings of the Apoſtles are the 
Catholick Rule of Chriftianity ; and if ſo, every Deyiation 
from that muſt be out of the Catholick Way. But if we 
re not to hear the Apoſtles further than what we judge 
Fundamental and Catholick, how come we to hear any 
Church or religious Party in any Thing but what's Catho- 
ick: Why do we go along with them in the Practice of 
theſe peculiar Things, whereby they ſtand not only diſtin- 
guiſhed, but oppos'd to one another ? To be one with all 
them of every dect who believe on Chriſt, through the Word 
of his Apoſtles, as far as they appear fo to believe, is a glo- 
rious Thing, and is the neceſſary Effect of one's being a 
5 Believer himſelf ; and the moſt effectual Way of evidencing 
IJ this, is to hearken to every Word of the Apoſtles. But 
3 theſe Men muſt be ſelf-condemn'd, who defend themſelves 
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in their Attachment to a Church Order not agreeable to 
that of the Apoſtles, or in their Compliance with the unin- 
ſtituted Peculiarities of any Church, by this poor Pretence, 
That it is enough if they hear the Apoſiles in Things that 
are Fundamental and Catholick. If they ſee not that the 
7 Apoſtles have laid down any Rule for the Order wherein 
Z Chriſtians are to walk, in the Profeſſion of the Faith, and 
Love and Hope that's in Chriſt, why do they obſerve any? 


855 
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Some Traces of the Apoſtolick Inſtitution muſt be found _ 


s now become faſhionable for Men to excuſe themſelves, 
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| Or, if the Apoſtles have given ſuch a Rule, but they an 
j not yet fatisfy*a what it ib, why do they proceed till the 
il be cicar'd? Or, now come they to comply with any Ad 
| dition to the Words of GOD, or Diminution from them?! 
| The Apoſtolick or inſpired Writers were of GOD; kf 
that knoweth GOD heareth them; lie that is not of G0 
heareih not them; hereby knoa wwe the Spirit of Truth, ad 
the Spirit of Error, the Spirit of Chriſt, and the Spirit of Au 


| tichriſt. | | 

i ©. You carry this Point of hearing the Apoſtles ver 57 
% far. We have dwelt fo long on this, that I ſee we can wo 
8 now overtake the reſt of our Subject. As it is not agree ſay 
| able to our Friend, who has therefore ſhun'd us for thi he 
n Time, he'll certainly be perſwaded my Head is turn G( 
þ when he finds me {till intent upon the unriddling of dai rev 
| Prophecies. | = in 
i X. You muſt therefore ſtudy to make him eaſy, by b | 
| ginning with ſomething elſe that will be more agrecabtM At 
A to him; mean Time I, who am excecding fond to gratibf thi 
i your Curioſity in this Matter, ſhall conſider the reſt he. 
a the Subjcet, | 5 = 
5 — e ee eee 
' J 
| , 5 „ 1. * 

| S. Have been thinking on what you ſaid of Heut ov 
l | tle Aroſtles ; and, I'm afraid, you have drawn tha # 
j Cord krater thun did the Apoltles themſelves, at leaſt as "A F. 
every Cie: Por even Feu, the moſt noted Writer amo C 
them, relis plataly, That he ſays ſome Things from hig 1 
own ſudgmeur, Wich he had hot from his Malter, au, © 
| fpeaks hut donbtingly of his having the Spirit in ſom tu 
Crifes. 2 e 21 
ll N. The Lord teld his Apoſtles, when he was about ow us 
0 leave them, That lie had yer many Things to my te then 7a 
i which they could rot then bear, but promited to ſer be 
il them the delrit of Truth 10 guide them, 458 it Were Itep bl 7; 
i Step. 12to the whole Truth. | TI © 
if The CoriznF-rms had propoſed Queſtions to Paul touchigg Vi 
h Marriage; and in Aulwer to their Queſtions, he tells he 17 
1 1 | 1 with 


I 53 ] 


au what the Lord had commanded on the Subject in the Days 
ne of his Fleſh, to which he adds ſome Things for the clearing 
Ad ot cheir Difficulties, which the Lord himſcif had not ſpoken 
b {while he was on the Earth, and which he ſpeaks as one that 


vad obtained Mercy of the Lord, to be jaithful in the Execution 
Lot the Apoſtolick Office that he had committed to him. 
And he is not doubting, but aflerting that his Judgment 
was the Judgment of the Spirit of GOD, when he ſays con- 
cerning the Virgin, She is happier if ſbe ſo abide, after my 
Judgment, and I think alſo that I have the Spirit of GOD. He 
o would have the Corintbians to think, that what he was now 
e faying further than the Lord had {aid on this Subject while 


ta he was with his Diſciples, was the Mind of the Spirit of 
88 GOD, which he had promiſed and given to his Apoſtles, to 
fal reveal the whole of the Truth that began to be ſpoken by 
Lim ſelf. | | | 8 | 
be 801 ſceing there is a Doctrine and Laws made in the 
8 Antichriſtian Nations, touching cvilſul Deſertion, founded on 
nit this fame Paſſage, they are certainly inexcuſable, in not 
hearing the Apoſtles as to every other Thing they ſay. 


by hearkening to what he had ſaid in his firſt Epiſtle, concer- 
ug the Nearneſs of the Day of Judgment: For, it is ma- 
vifeſt he was miſtaken in his Judgment, which he had plain- 


ly enough declared, that the coming of the LORD would 

be in his Life-time. | | 

X. This is that Paſſage. to which Petey eſpecially refers, 
ht whcn warning Chriſtians.againſt de Sceffers that ſhould come 
hi ir Je laft Days, ſaying, I here is the Promiſe of his Coming? 
For he ſignifies, that Paul, ſpeaking on the Subject of Chriſt's 
cos Coming, in his Epiſtles, ſays ſome Things hard to be under ſtood, 
bi <vbiclh they that are unlearned and unſtable, or untaught of 
ax - GOD, and unconfirmed in the true Knowledge of the Scrip- 
om tures, aureſt, as alſo the other Scriptures, unto their ocun Deſtruc- 

iin. Thus Peter ſets Paul's Epiſtles on the ſame Footing to 
o us, with the reſt of the Scriptures that were given by Inſpi- 
en ration, and foretels the Uſe that was making, and would 
eu be made of what Paul had ſaid, according to the Wiſdom given 
vw unto him, concerning the Promiſe of the LORD's Coming, 
ad Day of Judgment, which he ſays would be wreſted, e- 
i ven as the other Scriptures, by the unlearned and unſtable. 
jor 


1 And fo, when I fee this, or avy other difficult Paſſage of 
z Scripture 


O. Yet Paul forbids the Theſſalonians to trouble themſelves, 
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concerning the Coming of the LORD, nor ſignify an 
corrects their Miſtake, by telling them what they had heard. 


then conſumed by the Spirit of the LORD's Mouth, befor 3 


touching Predeſtination and Juſtification, into an Agreement| 


But you give this another Turn. | dare ſay you are a Pa. 


both, as they ſtand in a beautiful Agreement together. 4 77 


ticle of Juſtification ? 


| 
| 


EY | 
Scripture creſted, or turned againſt the Scope of the Scrip 
ture, and improved againſt the Authority of the Scripture 
and the Truth of the Promiſe of Chriſt's Coming, I am ſif 
far from being ſhaken with this, that I am rather confirmelſ 
by it, as I find the Scripture therein verified. As Peter hold 
it of equal Authority with the reſt of the Scripture, though 
hard to be underſtood, ſo Paul himſelf does not retract ami a 
Thing he had writ in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſaioian 0 


Change of his Mind, as to what he had ſaid on that Matter 
but he guards the Theſſalonians againſt the Abuſe of it, and 


from his Mouth while he was with them, concerning the N 
Man of Sin, who behoved to be revealed in his Time, and,; 


the LORD's Coming, by the Brightneſs of which he was u 
be deſtroyed. | | | | : 
A. You would have Peter to be in better Terms win 
Paul than James is: For, after all that has been ſaid to re. 
concile them on the grand Article of Juſtification, they ſtil ig 
differ, juſt as a Legaliſt and an Antinomian: Yea, theſe tuo 1 
Authors have laid the Foundation of an everlaſting Diviſion 
among Chriſtians. Luther, that bold Fellow, once rejected 
the Epiſtle of James, in his great Zeal for Paul's Side of the 
Queſtion, till plain Neceſſity, in diſpucing with more rigid 
Antinomians than himſelf, obliged him to take it up again, 
reconciling it the beſt Way he could to his beloved Paas 
Doctrine. On the other Hand, Fames's Followers, when 
they have done their utmoſt in torturing Pauls Writing, 


with James, fly to this, as their-laſt Refuge, That Peter ſays, iſ 
There are ſomething in Paul's Epiſtles hard to be underſtood, which 
they that ave unlearned and unſtable <wreſt to their own Deſtructim. Wh 


lite. | 5 
X. And no leſs a Jacobitie: For, I reckon it the great. 


Fault of the Legalifis and Antinomians both, that they dor 
not give an equal Ear to Paul and to Fames, and hear them 


A. And pray how would you reconcile them on the A!- n 
x. I 


L 55 
X I think they need no Reconciliation : For, if Juſtice 
pe done to their Words, according to plain Scripture Style, 
hey were never at any ſuch Variance, as is among Chriſtians, 
bout Juſtification. | 7 
To juſtify, in the Scripture Style, is either to make one 
Guſt who was before unjuſt, as to juſtify the Ungodly, or to de- 
Flare one juſt who is ſo already, and manifeſt him to be juſt, 
Bas when GOD is ſaid to be juſtified. | | 
Paul ſhews us, That we Sinners are made juſt by Faith, 
s It reſpects the Blood and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
he Son of GOD, who was delivered for the Offences, and 
Faiſed again for the Juſtification of a Multitude of all Na- 
Wions, without Difference ; and that we are thus made juſt, 
freely by the Grace of GOD, that gave Chriſt to be the Pro- 
Pitiation for the Manifeſtation of the divine Juſtice in inti- 
ling us to the Acceptance, and to eternal Life, who were 
Bungodly ; and this, without any Reſpe& to any Work done 
Wy us, ro make us juſt. And ſo he affirms, That a Man is 
aft fed by Faith, without the Deeds or Works of the Laco; 
and ſays, To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that ju- 
ifeth the Ungodly, bis Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs. | 
Now, whereas ſome inferred from this Doctrine, as the 
nminomians do ſtill, that we are declared juſt, and aſſured of 


ro or. Juſtification, by Faith, reſpecting its Object, without the 
0 od Works that are the proper Fruits of that Faith, James 
7 hen s us, that we are declared juſt by Faith, as it produces 


Paul never ſaid that our Believing declared us juſt, without 
good Works, which he always places as the necetlary Fruits 
and Rvidences of our being made juſt by the Faith of Chrilt. 
And James never ſaid, that the good Works which are 
the Fruits of true Faith, or that Faith working in us to 
produce theſe Works, makes us Sinners tobe juſt in the Sight 
ef GOD : For, his Words behoved to be tortur'd ere they 
could be applied to any Thing elſe but the Declaration of our 
eing juſt. He plainly ſpeaks of this, when he ſays, I hat 
rt, my Brethren, thouch a Man ſay he hath Faith, and 
Weave not H orks? Can Faith ſave him? Faith, if hath not 


2 


* orks, is dead, being alone; yea, a Man may ſay, theu baſs 


Ate Faith, and I have Works, ſhew me thy Faith without thy I orks, 


End I cuil ſhew thee my Faith by my li orks. And be mo be 
1 undere 


56 
underſtood to mean nothing elſe by Juſtification, but the I, 
claration of our being righteous, when he lays, Mas not Abt 
ham eur Father juſtified by Works, æuben he had ffered lia 
his Son upon the Altar? Seeft theu how Faith wrought with hi 
Works, and by Works was Faith made perfett? And the den 
ture was fulfilled, which ſaith, Abraham believed GOD, and 
was imputed unto him for Righteouſneſs, and he du as called il 
Friend of GOD Ye ſee then hoxw that by Works a Man is ji 
ftified, and not by Faith only. We ſee, by the plain Scriptur 
Teſtimony, that Abraham was made juſt by Faith, long befon 
| Tſaac was born; when it was ſaid, He believed GOL, and 
was imputed unto him fer Righteouſneſs. And we ſee, thi 
after he was juſt by Faith, his Faith wrought with his Work 
when he obeyed GOD, in offering his Sen Iſaac upon t 
Altar, whereby his Faith appeared to be true and unfeigned;P 
and when he had done that, his Faith received a nortab:# 
Confirmation, by the Oath of GOD, and he was ſolemnh 
declared to be juſt, by the Works wherewith his Faith ha N 
wrought; as it was ſaid unto him, By myſelf have I f- 
faith the LORD, for becauſe then haſt done this Thing, and haf 
not withheld thy Son, thine only Son, that in Bleſſing I will bl 
thee. Thus his Title to Bleſſedneſs was made moſt ſuf 
to him, and his Right to it fully declared by the Work 
wherewith his Faith wrought ; and thus the Scripture wa 
verified, and manifeſted to be true, which had ſaid, befor 
his Faith wrought that Work, Abraham believed GOD, an 
it cvas imputed unto him for Righteouſneſs And thus we ſee 
from the Iuſtance of Abraham, how that a Man, æubo is mail 
juſt by Faith without Works, 1s, by Works, declared to be ji 
and not by Faith only; which is the Sum of the Doctrine ol 
Paul and of Jumes, concerning N L 4 
Paul, the ſuppoſed Author of the Epiſtle to the Febreai 
(where he carries the Point of Acceptance with G00 
through the Sacrifice of Chriſt alone, as high as he oi 
any where ) ſets this ſame Caſe of the Confirmation of A. 
hans Faith, by the divine Oath, before the Hebrews, as Ml 
Argument to enforce his Exhortation to them. to ſhew Ui 
ligence in the Work of Faith, and Labour of Love ſhevedll 
toward the LORD's Name, in miniftring to the Saints, "ap 
Je full Aſſurance of Hope, unto the End. And therefore BR": 
taough there were Men from the Beginning that wreſted che if 


Dectrine of Paul and of James, to make Diviſion * el 
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Z  - 
riſtians, yet they arc really as much at one in their WYt- 
Wings, as they were in Converſation when James gave Paul 
he Right-hand-of Fellowſhip, upon hearing that Goſpel 
hich he preached among the Gentiles, and when Paul was 
forward as he on the preſſing of good Works. And thus 
may be manifeſt to any impartial Reader of Paul and 
ares, that James was not a Legaliſt, nor Paul an Antino- 


ſtly founded in the Scripture Style ! And this is not wrong 
hriftian Theory: But, do your People purſue this to 
ractice? Do they give an equal Ear to Paul and to Famits ? 
X. I can ſay they do it, fo far as to be reckoned Antino- 
ins by the Legaliſts, and eſteemed Legaliſts by the Antino- 

17s. . : | . (HIS IQ x | 
©. Then, I dare ſay, they are hearing the Apoſtles: And 
d let me part fair with this that has kept us ſo long. The 
latic hriſtiam World bears not the Apoſtlen. The Man of Sin comes 
ow to be conſidered with his Conſumption. AOL 
A. 1.thoughr:you had got enough of theſe Myſteries at 
or laſt Meeting. . | | 
= ©. Wc only left this: And if you'lt have a little Pa- 
Pence, you may, ſee us ſoon at an End with it. 
A. I confeſs I admire your Patience. You have got into 
Temper I never ſaw you in before. 3 — 1 
e. You knew me always curious and inquiſitive, as well 
ſimple and free. And there is ſomething gratifying to Cu = 

Wolity, even in this Subject. e | 2 2 s 
A. What's your Opinion then of the famous Science of 
W/rology ? Or, did you ever ſtudy the Prophecies of Themas 
We Rhymer!? 12 FI OTA 


2 * jo | OE ITY 
'D, @.. Theſe Things cannot be ridiculed, nor can the Juſt- 
os of the Ridicule be perceived, without ſome Notion of 
>< Nature of them. But J have thought more of the 
nowledge of future Events, by that which is called the 
Di | 


rd. Sight, that ſeems to be Eng pretty well atteſted. 


wech Knowledge of future Events aftords an obvious Argu- 

„Meent for a Providence. And I do not know but the certain 

ori "bean, x of ſuch Events may be communicate in the 

tie ieroglyphical Way, if we be furniſhed with the Key, a4 
ong ell as the Knowledge of _ or paſt Things. Beat 

hr e | Wit 


C) „„ A. ta Ei we 5 0 
O. Well done, by the Help of a plain Diſtinction, mani- 
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Key to the underſtanding of its Hiereg/yphicks 


begin to be weary of the metaphy ſical or mathematical Wy 


with the Pride of Knowledge. 


ppbants, and the like. 


1 


with me then a little, till 4 tee it the Scripture gives at 
Mean Time, I ſhall confeſs to you one Thing, That! 


of knowing moral Subjects And indeed I am not ſure but! 
who have all my Ideas by Senſation and Reflection, ng 
have juſter, and much more practical Notions of divine an 
moral Subjects, conveyed to me in the emblematical Wa 
than by all abſtract Reaſoning. n 

A. You'll aliow me then to congratulate you upon you 
commencing Mytho.ogift, and to wiſh you Succeſs in thr 
Study of che prophetical Figures. : 
9. You ſhould rather compliment me upon my being hay 
pily delivered from a Way wherein I have not found myſe 
made wiſer by the Knowledge of any one Thing, nor betterc 
but toſſed to and fro, as an airy Bubble, ready to but 


X. As there is an Argument for the Truth of Chriſtiai 
ty that's drawn from the Prophecies, I do not ſee hoy 
Man can well pretend to anſwer ir, without making any E: 
quiry into theſe En 5 | ; 
D. Let me then, without more to do, enquire concerning 
th: an of Sin, Mult he be a fivgle Man, as ſome wou 
have it, or a Succeſſion of ſingle Men, like the Poe ai 
Rome! _ 3 . SEE „ 
N However great the Pope's Part is in that Falling aui 
which is perfected in the Han of Sin, as being at the Head il 
that ſame CM urch that has certainly led the Van in that Ayc 
icy, yet, when we conſider the Alan of Sin, as .oppoſed tt 
the true Church that's often repreſented in the New Teſt 
ment by the Figure of a Han, we muſt take it to fignity 
Body of Men, an apeſtate Church, oppoſed to the tr 
C'rurch by the Epithet of Sin. Ee 7] 

Thus the Myſtery of Iniquity is oppoſed to the Myſtery i 
G dimeſs: For, az in the true Church, whereof Chriſt is tit 
Had, the M\ſtery, or hidden Senſe of the Figures and Type 
o* the Od Teſtament, is laid open; ſo is the falſe Church 
tie M ftery of mauy Old Teſtament Figures, as the apoſtae 
ten Tribes, Sodom and Egypt, Babylon, Tyre, Antiochus, Ep; 


- © But, is the Notion of a Man, as repreſenting the I 
Cuurch, taken from the Old Teſtament? Or, was che Chur ; 
| - 


* 


| 41 1 

which Chriſt is Head, pointed at by this Figure, any 

nere in the oid Prophecie 2s ke, 
X Tune moſt notable Hieroglyphick of the Old Teſtament, 

as the Cherubim, which appeared to Adam after he was caft 
m of Paradiſe, was drawn on the Curcains of the Taber- 

acle, and on the Walls of the Temple round abour, and ſer 

dn each Side of the Propitiation, or Mercy-Seat, in the 

noſt holy Place, and about the Time of the Deſtruction of che 
Mt Temple, repreſented to Ezekiel in a Viſion, and preſer- 
ed to us in the Book of his Propheſy, where this Hierogly- 
hick is very particularly deſcribed. Now, the apr kg, 
hat offers in the Deſcription of the Cherubim, is this, An 

das their Appearance, ſays the Prophet, They bad the Like- 

pe). of a Man. And this Likeneſs of a Man had the Face of a 

Van, and ſome other hieroglyphical Figures joined to it. 

The New Teſtament refers to this, when it ſpeaks of the 
hurch as a Man, and the Body of a Man: For, though 

he Cherubim have been taken for Angels, the Book of the 
Revelation, referring to Ezekiel's Cherubim, and Iſaiab's Sera- 

him, expreſly diftinguiſhes them from the Angels, and 
Snakes the Cherub ſay theſe Words to the Lamb, Thon haſt re- 

iiemed us to GOD, by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and 

enge, and People, and Nation. 


hich bears the Title of Glory and Gravity ? 

K. Ves, and have been delighted with his Explication of 
Ihe Faces of the Ox, the Lion and the Eagle, which he 
rakes the Hieroglyphicks of Fire, Light and Air, or Wind, 
rhich appeared alſo with the Cherubim, as the Embiems of 
the divine Three. The Face of a Man, joined to the Face 
of a Lion on the Cherub, might be put for the Man Chrift 
Veſus, as Head of his Body the Church. But it ſeems to me 
very improper to make the Cherub itſelf, as it had the Appear- 
Wane of a Man, to be the Hieroglyphick of a Man: Nor 


the docs it anſwer to the Key that I have ſaid the Book of the 
pet Revelation gives us for opening it, even in that ſame Paſſage 
ch, which confirms Mr. Hutchinſon's Notion of the Faces to 
tat 


38 applying the Figure of the Lion to the Son 7 
Daniel alſo ſaw the Appearance of the Likeneſs of the Glory 0 


the e LORD, with ibe V heels, in that Viſion which we bav 
r< in the 7th Chapter of his Book, where he that firs on the 
_ by H 2 


Throne 


. Have you ſeen Huichinſon's Books, particularly that 
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Aer band. ze they bave filled the Midft of thee with Violence, au 


69 


Throne is call'd, Ihe Ancient of Days, and 1b Hain of his Erin 1 
is ſaid to be hike ad! 9% Mool, Which is applied, in the fide 4 
Chapter of the Revelation, unto Chriſt, who ſeems to be repre|| 
ſented in Daniel, as he will appear at the Judgment and Deg 
ſtruction of the Beaſt with ten Horns, in the Glory of the. Father ca/ 
evith the holy Angels. Before this Ancient of Days, the Like 
net of the Son of Man is brought by the miniftring Angel 
and there is given bim Dominion, and Glory, and a Kinodn 
And in the Explication of the Viſion, this Likeneſs: of the 
Son of Man, whom they brought near before the Ancient 
Days, and to whom Dominion was given, is expreſly declW- 
red to be #be People of the Saints of the moſt high Ones. | 
_ Fhe Church therefore, as it ſtands united with the divine 
Three, in Chriſt Jeſus its Head, is the Thing pointed at in 
the Cherubim, rather than the human Nature of the Son 
GOD : For the Church, whereof he is Head, being ma 
ene new Man in himſelf, is one 1 all animated by his Spirit 
according to his Prayer to the Father, I in ibem, and thou u 
me, tbat they may be made perfect in ene. 
The whole Church, with which the Son of GOD tool 
Part in Fleſh, and Bload to ſanctify them, and deliver then 
from Death, by deſtroying him that had the Power of it, i 
the Seed of the Woman, oppoſed. to the Seed of the Serpent, u 
the firſt Revelation made to Adam: And after he heard off 
this, he had this Seed of the Woman very fitly repreſent 
to him in the Cherubim, as contending ; for Cherub is fron 


Hutchinſon, leaving you to judge. | 

©. I now want to know 1f there be any ſuch Repreſen . 
tion af the Man of Sin in the Old Teſtament. 

X. There is a manifeſt Reference in the Book of the d 
delation to the Merchandize of Tyre, as it is deſcribed u 
Exel iel: And now hear what Ezekzel ſays of the King 0 
Tyre, Thou feolsſt up the Sum full of Wiſdom, and perſect in 
Beauty; theu haſt been in Eden, the Garden of GOD, every . 
ciczts Stone thy Cegering: === Thou art the anointed Cherub i 
covereth, and I hade ſet thee; thou waſt upon the holy Mount ain f 
GOD, thoy haſt walked up and down in the go of the Stones 
Fire. Thou wot perſect in thy Ways, from the Day that thou eyaſ 
created, till Iniquity evas found in thee. By the Multitude e, 1 9 


tha 


9 
— 


* Baſt ſomed: Therefore, I will caft thre," as frofind}, n 
fun e Mountain of GOD]; and I will deſtroy thee, O covering Che- 


pre ub, from the Midſt of the Stones of Fire. Thine Heart was l 
Deed becauſe of thy Beauty, thou baſt corrupted thy Wiſdom by 


the Wk caſo of thy Brighineſs , I will caft vhee to 'the Ground, 1 


i Jay thee before Kings, that they may behold thee. Thou ba 
eh eßled thy Sanctuaries, by the Multitude of thine Iniquities, by f 
g ty of thy Trafik; therefore will I bring forth a Fire from 


be AMidſt of thee ;. it ſhall devour thes, and I will' bring thee to 
te bes upon the (Earth, in the Sight of all them that behold” tf er” 
cla. Vll ibey that know thee among the People ſhall be aſhoniſhed "af 

ee: Thou ſbalt be a Terror, and never fbalt' thou be any more. © 
re O. As the King of 7yre was never plac'd at Eden, nor ſet 


nn Cherub in the Mountain of GOD, nor perfect in his firſt 


1 of. iſe, there muſt be ſomething elſe pointed at thro* him, 
nato which theſe Things may be more fitly apply'd. wry 
ihe Cherub be the Church, this is certainly the Figure of 
u corrupted Church, that has fallen away from its origi- 
al Conſtitution, and primitive Purity, and is corrupted by 
Pride and Traffick with the Kings of the Earth, like that 
en of Zyre. And this leads me to think again of Church Au- 
i bority ſupported with. ſecular Pecger. Exekiel ſeems to ſpeak 
une che conſuming and deſtroying ol this.corrapted Cherub, this 
an of Iniquity. | S100 Cooke nie It agile; he] 


e K. Pauls Words, when he ſays, The Lord ſhall came 


on the Man of Sin, and deſtroy him, are taken from the 7th Chap- 
ier of Daniel, where it is ſaid concerning the Beaft with 
ten Horns, The Judgment ſball fit, and they ſhall take away his 
Dominion, to conſume and to d:ſtroy it unto the End. | 
1-8 - And now hear how he is conſumed. Fit ne 
His Conſtitution was ſound, till the Lord, in his wonder- 
BY ful Providence, brought the Scriptures again to Light in 
the Languages of the Nations where Church Authority 
was ſupported with ſecular Power, and that in ſpite of all 


Lord's Word is the Spirit of his Moutb. From the Time 
when this began to blow upon the Man of Sin, he began 
to languiſh ; and the firſt Degree of his Conſumption was, 
| When ſome of the Powers of Europe, minding their own In- 


who had given their Power and Strength to the Beaſt > 
1 1 make 


the Endeavours of the Roman Church to the contrary. The 


tereſts, ſtood up in Defence of the Publication of the Scrip- 
tures againſt: the Church of Rome, and when theſe Kings, 


n 


an 


- CY 

; 

= 
Boch 


— — . — — 


— 
2 = 


ap. -. 
>= © on = 4 


_———_—— — — . 2 


— - — 


2 — 
6 
—— PET. 
— 
ä — — 


* _ - YL — 


- 
£ — =, "I 824 E- 
= as »- 11 L007 * 
. 


* 


——— 
"_ DR C2 


+ £2 


— — „ 
= +. 2 — — 

= - a : 

- = 2 
* * 
2 * - 

be > ” 
4 223% 
AER 


— — — 
— ——— 
—_—y 1 wt > >=; - - IS S : - 


— 
r 


Y 
- So 
© ITY 0 


= 


— 


— Garne—__— roo 
— — - _ 


— 
— ——_—— 
— 


—̃ — 
— 


Ar 


— — 


— 


— 


— 


— ——e 


— 
— - 
—— 


— 


. 


— 


— 


— 


. er Rs 6 — — 
» 2 "= 2 
bo — < 
— — — — 
wt, Ow” 


<A OS 
— 


— 
— <3 -- 


— - 
— _ — 
— — . — 

— 

— — — —— 

* — * ls > 
— - 


— 


— — 
— 


2 


. ͤ— — 


; IX, 
ET oa 


— 


ng —— 
n 
— 


NT” 


nions, Church Authority ftands ſupported with ſecuar 


. Tour him. And what has been the Conſequence of this? For 


| 62 
make. Uniformĩty, began to break that Uniformity Th 
Fr Man of Sin firſt felt Pain, and his Health began ti 
O. For it ſeems his Health lay in the concurring Powe 
and Strength of thoſe Kings; and this couid not but be aff 
very great Affliction. to them that had the Hark of the Be:þ, 
and gyoiſbipped bis Image. But what next ? | 
X. In Conſequence of this, Strife and Diſcord took Place] 
throughout the Antichriſtian Body, to the great Diſturbance 
of its Communion. There came to be three ſtated Com-. p 
munions in the Lord's Supper, the old Popiſh, the Lutheran, s! 
and the Zuinglian or Calviniſt; ard theſe ſo (tated, that all 
Attempts to reconcile any one of them with another, or to 
live in Commur ion with them all, have been, and probably i 
will be to the End, to no Purpoſe. 5 
S. This was indeed a great Schiſm in the Body, a very 
Stoppage of the Circulation, a deadly Blow to the Catho- 
lick Communion ; but till, in all theſe different Commu. 


Power. „ | 115 | 

X. So it will be, in ſome Degree, till the very Ed, Nein 
chough, in due Time, that Part will be affe cd ailo before Wl 
the End. Mean Time, in the next Place, particular Na- 
tions and Kingdoms were divided within themſelves, as to 
their proper Form of Worſhip and Church Government, as 
well as of Doctrine. This has been the Cauſe of Civil MW 
Wars and much Bloodſhed, as a juſt Judgment from GOD, With 
on the Antichriſtian Nations, for their Perſecutions ; and 
of this Britain has had its Jarge Share, where the Spirit of 
Contention, about what ſhould be the prevailing Form of 
National gun. remains to this Day. In Scotland, there 
are no leſs than three great Pretenders to it, beſide the 
Church as it 1s preſently eſtabliſhed, the Papiſts, the Epiſco- 
palians, and the Cameroniaxs, or Covenanters, and theſe are 
alſo ſub-divided. 


O. Here is a Fire brought forth from tbe M'dft of bim to de- 


one would think, this breaking of the Clergy irto ſo many 


Factions, ſhould weaken their Authority and Influence on 
dhe Minds of Dien. | 5 


x. While the Heat of this Contention laſted, and the Diſ- 


putes were warm, Church Policy and Church Authority ö 1 


7 to ſuch a Height among the contending Parties, as was 
not eaſy to bear. When Dominion circulated from Hand 
o Hand, it became more intenſe, and exerted itſelf with 

he greater Vehemence that it was 15 by thoſe who 
Pere hoping to reign in their Turn. The Leaders of each 


eligious Party thought of nothing but Power, and the Peo- 

ie devoted to their proper Leaders, paid a religious Obe- 
a0 uience to them, and breath'd out Threatnings and Slaughter 
cell 


| againſt all that would not ay Subjection to their Autho- 

ity. The Authority of the Clergy in general, was ſuppos'd 
Ks a Thing unqueſtionable by any but Atheiſts; the Queſtion 
ras only, in whoſe Hands it ſhould be lodg'd. This was 
Wrcmarkable in the laſt Age; but it ſerv'd, in the Iſſue, to 
make Men weary of Church Authority, and let them ſee 
Show litcle nn Redichn there is in dubjection to it; and 


J {the Conſequence of this is the heavieſt Stroke that has yet 

fallen on the Kingdom of Antichriſt. 

Us ©. And what is that?? | | 

ar WF X. The World ſeems now to be taking a more remark- 
Wble Turn toward Infidelity, than ever it did ſince the Be- 

. Peinniog of Antichriſt's Reign, and perſecuting Principles 


-atcure of Carift's Kingdom, as it is not of this World, is 
0 brought to Light by the Scriptures, in Oppoſition to the 
eb Senſe of the Prophecies, and to Church Authority 
il ſupported wich ſecular Power. Theſe Things ſerve to ſap 
h the Fourdation of the Dominion of the Clergy ; and for 


this Reaſon they are very much afflifted with them, and e- 
very where raging, for that they cannot now exert the Pow- 
Jer that ſome Time a-Day they exerciſed in the World. And 
upon this I would ſay, That GOD, in his righteous Judg- 
ment, is fling their Kingdom wwith Darkneſs, and they gnaw their 


they reproach the Kingdom that's not of this World, the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and therefore the GOD of that King- 
dom. This is the more remarkable, that it has happen d 
at the Time which the Scripture Prophecies point at, 
as fatal to the Kingdom of the Beaſt with the ten 
Horns. 5 : | | 8 
A. You have been amuſing yourſelyes with ſpying 
1 Figures in the Clouds ; and now, I ſuppoſe, you are to 


Nie wearing out of Faſhion ; and, at the ſame Time, the 


8 Tongues fer Pain, and repent not of their Deeds; and, in their 
| Leal for a worldly Kingdom to Chriſt, f. e. to themſelves, 


ſet 


7 
i 
ö 


2 aber the Werk of fixing and ſrellag the Prophet q 
ot eite {DI ] 

„ O. Nor will that:be an il Amuſement when, we bay 
(Leiſure for it; at leaſt, our Time may be as well ſpent a 
his, as on buildi * Colts? in the Air, with the Philoſ 
-pbers, Who raiſe fine: Structures on their unprov'd Sy 
Poſirions; and I dare ſay, we may come to a Point aboy 
the Times, before they ſettle a juſt: Notiop of Gravity, « 
Aix the Longitude. Mean Tin, 1 ſhall ra on what h 
voy aid. : | 
X. Had I mal think on the Times, 1515 
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©. Have been * on the AMidtion of the Clergy 
through the Darkneſs that. fills their Kingdom by 
he Increaſe of Knowledge; and F 2 perſwaded, they would 

e much more afflicted, if no Bod profeſs d Ghriſtiani 
dut they who believe the Scripture Teſtimony, and follol 
their Teachers not a Step further than they follow thi 
Scriptures But you ſay, this is not to be look G for it 
this World; and as you evi d, that the preſent Diſtreſs i 
tbe more re markab e, that it has happen'd at the Tine 
which the Prophets have ſet for Evil to the Kingdom of 
the Beaft, I am fond to underſtand how you make ü 
appcer. 

X. Tue End of Daniel's Time, hae: nl 0s Half, mul 
bring Evil upon the Kingdom of the, Beaſt, of whom 1 ö 
aid. He ſhall wear out the Saints of the moſt high ones, and 
think to change Times and Laws, und — ſhall be given into his 
Hand, until a Time and Times, and the dividing of Time : Bu 
the Judgment ſhall ſit, and they Mall take axvoy: his Dominion, 1 
conſ- me and to deſiroy it unto the End. _ Ax; 

The Revelation makes this Time, Times and an Half, K* Tu, 
Time of the Reign of the Beaſt with ten Horns) to be 
42 Months, that 1s, three Years and an Half. And again, 
it makes this 42 Months to be 1260 Days, that is, by 
reckoning 30 Days i in en _ nd od tas _ 2770 
in-cach Lean . 1 
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If cheſe 42 Months be reckoned as Daniel's Weeks are, 
ach Day for a Year, after the Manner of the Prophets, 
then the Time, Times and an Half, or 42 Months, are 1266 
ears. This is the Time of the Beaſt's Reign, and when 
this Time is run, Providence muſt be at Work to take away 
hi Dominion, to conſume it. | | 5 

A. But I ſuppoſe, there may be as great Difficulties a- 
bout fixing the Beginning of theſe 42 Months, as about the 
o Weeks. 5 2 9 0 
X. Ignorance and Inattention, or Prejudice, may move 
Difficulties and Diſputes on Subjects that are capable of 
Demonſtration ; nn when Men indulge their own Fancy 
dn ſuch a Subject as this, there muſt be different Opinions 
about it; but the Book of the Revelation has not left us at 
an Uncertainty about the Beginning of the Reign of the 
Bcaft with ten Horns: For it repreſents the Roman State, 
$'ith its capital City ſet on ſeven Mountains, having ſeven 
liferent Forms of ſupreme Power and Government, five 
f which were fallen when John wrote, ( viz. Kings, Con- 
uls, Decemvirs, Tribunes of the Soldiers, and Dictators) 
ne was at the Time of his Writing, ( viz. the Heathen 
Wmperors ) the other was not yet come, (i. e. the Chriſtian 
Wcnperors ) and when he comes he mult continue a ſhort 
pace, ( 5. e. in Compariſon with the foregoing ſixth Head; 
rer he came not up till the fourth Century, and fell at fur- 
bet in the Year 476, when Auguſtulus was depos'd by Odo- 
Peer) and the Beaſt with ten Horns ſucceeds, in whom the 
Noman Empire, that was and now is not, being wounded to 
Death in its ſeventh Head, and diſperſed into ten Kin 
Noms, yet remains united as in an eighth Head. Of this 
he Book of the Revelation ſpeaks expreſly thus, And I ſaw 


re of his Heads as it were wounded to Death, and his deadly 
ound was healed, and all the World wandered after the Beaſl,--. 
% Power cba given unto him to continue Forty tevo Months, 


And again, The ten Horns which thou ſaweſt, are ten Kings, 
hich have received no Kingdom as yet, but receive Power, as 
Wings, one Hour with the Beaſt. This molt plainly fixes the 
Beginning of the Reign of the Beaſt with ten Horns, who 
akes War 42 Months, at that ſame very Time when ten 
ngs receiv'd Power in the broken Empire. And this was 
71 ſo clear and evident long before the Event happened, that 
rullan, who wrote about hs Vid of the ſecond Centu- 
if 175 
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from the Prophecies of the New Teſtament, That the Diſpe 
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viding of Time, or the 180 Years, makes a third Period 


o the Time, Times and an Half, as they have been num: 


66 


ry, or the very Beginniug of the Third, tells us expreſly 


0 
AY c. 
mi 


fon of the Roman State imo ten Kings jbould bring on Antichiif 


No, ſuppoſing there were any Doubt if Daniel's four X. 
Kingdom be the Roman, the Revelation points it out ſo exact ro 
he 


1y, and with ſuch particular Circumſtances added to Daniel 
Deſcription, that it is impoſſible to apply the Deſcription, it 
all its Parts, to any Thing elſe ; aud rhe Figures hit with 
a marvellous Exadneſs. And ſeeing the Beginning of tht 
Reign of the Beaſt with ten Horns, whoſe Time is gp 
Montus, is fix'd by ſuch a remarkable Event, as the breal 
ing of that Empire into ten Kingdoms, it is impoſſible that 
we can be very far miſtaken in computing theſe 42 Month 
from that great Event. 3 | 
©. If chat be the Beginning of the Time, Times and a 

Haif, it could not be after the depoſing of Auguſtulus, noi 
very long before; and then you'li ſay, we are no at the 
End of the Time, Times and an Half: For 1260, added u 
476, make 1736. I could imagine, that the Time ments 

* makes a firſt Period 
from the Beginning of this monſtruous Reign, till it can 
to its Height and full Power in the ninth Century; and th 
Times put together, or the next 520 Years, make the new 
Period, when he reign'd in full Power till the ſixtee n 
Century, when the Reformation happen'd; and the di 


from thence to this Time. But did not the Kingdom off 
the Clergy begin to be in the preſent Diſtreſs before tue 
SHES IT gp | 7 
X. You muſt notice, That 1260 Years, of 365 Days, and 
one Dav more each fourth Year, are full 18 Years longer 
than 1260 Years of the prophetick Sort, which have but 
360 Days preciſcly, and fo, the Time, Times and an Half, 
may have bcen at an End 18 Years before the Year 1736 
and thus it an ſwers as well to the Event. | 

And it is very remarkable, that the 2300 Days, wes oh p: 
mentio”*d in that Viſion of Daniel, where the Account off 
treſe Days is hut up, becauſe it is for many Days, if they be 
pmbred -ach Day for a Year, from the Time when Dan! 
had hat Viſion; then the End of them falls about the End 


bred fromthe Time of the breaking of the Empire. 1 
25 : 1 1 N | ; | Eno @» ul 
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e But muſt not the Beaſt with ten Horns be deſtroy'd 
Det ce End of the Time, Times, and the dividiug of 
+ Joann: 8515 15 1 

Ki X. No: For Daniel places the End at which the Beaſt 
act Is ro be wholly deſtroy'd, ar ſome Diftance from the End of 
ie ne Time, Times and an Half. He ſays, From tbe 7 ime 
„ie Daily ſball be taken away, and the Abomination that mas 
Fiche: deſolate ſet up, 1290 Days. This 1s 30 Days more than 


the 
41 


he Time, Times and an Half. And then it is ſaid, Ble 
be that evaiteth and cometh to the 1335 Days; but go thou 15% 
„ / till the End, for thon ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy Lt at the 
End of the Days, This is that Erid at which the Beaſt wil! 
> deftroy'd, and the Kingdom be given to the Saints; 
nd it is 45 Days mare than the 1290 Days, 7. e. 75 Days 
xdded to the Time, Times and an Half. | 5 
e The Revelation meddles not 5 of theſe Num- 


theWers, except the Time, Times and an Half; but you'lF 
i . That by unfolding that, it lays open the whole. 


X. And thus you may ſee that the Revelation, which is 


P er with ſecular Power, long before the breaking 
Wf the Empire, may we not ſuſpect ſome Miſtake in the 
Fring of the Beginning of the Time, Times and an Half, 
: that Event? eſpecially ſeeing the Revelation ſeems to. 
Place the End of the 42 Months, or 1260 Days, long 
pefore the filling of the Beaſt's Kingdom with Darkneſs. 


loo Wommonly eſteem'd full as dark as Daniel, or any Prophecy 
ame the Old Teſtament, may well be call'd a Revelation, as it 
rays open the ſeal'd Viſions of Daniel. 

1: © But if Antichriſt was come, and Church Authority 


ande X. You have hit upon the only conſiderable Difficulty 
ger in this whole Matter; but the Book of the Revelation itſelf 
but WMſifficiently clears it: For, in that Viſion, where the whole 
all, MWOppoſition of Satan to the Church, by the Power of the 


Empire, from firſt to laſt, is repreſented, with a plain Refe- 
rence to the old Prophecy concerning the Enmity betwixt 
ate ebe Serpent and the Noman, we are directed to a twofold: Rec- 


ol roning of this ſame Number. There is a twofold Flight of 
be the Woman into the Wilderneſs, there mentioned, perhaps 
mel with a Reference to Elijah's Nis twice, and being fed 
nd in an extraordinary Manner. The firſt Flight is plac' 


uſt 
after the Seed of the Woman is brought forth, and before 
the Fall of Heatheniſm win Mitre, which'is th | 
he: * y 


. LI — 
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by the Dragon's being caſ dewn from Heaven unto the Earib; 
and there muſt be 1260 Days number'd from the Time of this 
firſt Flight. This 1260 Days is the ſame with the 42 Months 
of the treading of the holy City under Foot of the Gentiles, or the 
1260 Days of the Witneſſes propbeſying in Sackcloth, aubo bave Pou- 
er to [but Heaven that it rain not in the Days of their Prophecy ; 
even as Eljjah had Power to ſhut Heaven that it rain'd not on 
the Earth by the Space of three Tears and ſix Months, at the 
Time of his firſt Flying. Theſe 1260 Days are finiſh'd 
under the ſixth Trumpet, and before the blowing of the 
Seventh, and therefore long before the filling of the Beaf!'s 
Kingdom with Darkneſs, which comes not till the: fifth 
Vial under the ſeventh om So that theſe 1260 Days 
muſt have been begun long before the Beginning of the 
Reign of Daniel's Beaſt with the ten Horns; and they muſt 
be reckon'd from the Time of the firſt Flight of the Woman Wi 
Into the Wildernals. . [EE 

The ſecond Flight of the Woman into the Wildernef,, WF 
ephere ſbe is nouriſhed for a Time, and Times, and Half a Time, 
from the Face of the Serpent, is plac'd after the Fall of Hes. 
theniſm in the Empire; and it anſwers to the Time of the 
Healing of the Beaſt's deadly Wound, from which there was 
Power given to him to continue 42 Months. This laſt is the pn! 
Time, and Times and an Half of the Beaſt's Reign, ſpoken Wi 
of by Daniel, who mentions not the Firſt, no more than he if 
does the ſeven Heads of the Beaſt; but the Revelation adds 
the firſt Reckoning of this ſelf-ſame Number, even as it Wi 
adds the ſeven Heads to Daniel's Deſcription pf the Beaſt with 
ten Horns, to open the Viſion, and make the Application W# 

of it to the Events more plain. 55 
O. And when ſhould that firſt Reckoning begin? 

X. Toward the End of the ſecond Century, when Tra- 
dition came ta be eſtabliſh'd as the Rule of Paith together 
with the Scriptures; when the Authority of Synods and 
Councils was brought in npan the Churches, and began firſt 
to be exerted in the Controverſy about Eaſter, and when the 
Philoſophy of the Gentiles was admitted to illuſtrate the 
Chriſtian Doctrine; by Means of which the Son of GOD, | 
the Js, came to be talk'd of in the Platonick Manner, 

o and the Power of Nature, and human Merit was magni- 
fy'd. About this Time the Gentiles, coming in to the Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion, without being ſufficiently purg'd hon the 

a enen eee 
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hu beir native Superſtition, under the Chriſtian Name; and 
thefſWrom this Time the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity began to be 


y ;{Eorrupted, and the Profeſſors of it grew to a conſiderable 
on arty in the Empire, till the Beginning of the fourth Cen- 
he fury, well prepar'd to receive the Support of the ſecular. 
1d {Power from the Hand of Conſtantine, eſpecially when the 
he {Wnoſt faithful were taken away from among them, by the ſe- 
s ere and long Perſecution of Diocleſian. Ir was toward the 


nd of the ſecond Century that Chriſtians began to leave their 


s Love, and the Chriſtian Leaders to corrupt Chriſtianity - 
he Wy Merchandice, making a Gain of it; diſpenſing it by 
uſt be Meaſure of Philoſophy and Tradition, and the Autho- 
an 


Fity of Synods and Councils; and then was the farſt F _ 
pf the Woman into the Wilderneſs ; then the Witneſſes be- 
Wan to propheſy in Sackcloth, and the outer Court of GOD's 
ouſe was given unto the Gentiles, who did from thence 


he puter Court, or outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, could no 
as ore be any where meaſured by the Word of GOD, the 
he Hpnly Rule for meaſuring his Houſe, till the End of theſe 
en onths. 5 3 5 
he . But, does the Revelation point to this Beginning of that 
ds 2 Months, any other ways than by placing it after the Erec- 


eniſm in the Empire ? 


bout the End of the Events that belong to the ſixth Trum- 
Pct, and, as I ſaid, before the blowing of the ſeventh Trum- 


et; and therefore, before the pouring out of the Vaals : 
er Nor, we muſt hold the ſeven Vials under the ſeventh Trum- 
id pet, even as the ſeven Trumpets are under the ſeventh Seal, 
rſt Br we would not break the Thread that ſerves to lead us 


hrough the Book of the Revelation. Now, it points to a 


ie Nreat Event at the End of the Time of the Witneſſes pro- 
„ Pheſying in Sack-cloth, whereby we may be directed to the 


Beginning of it: For, when they are killed by the Beaſt, at 
The End of their Teſtimony in 1 are alive a- 
daln after three Days and an Half, it is ſaid, They aſcended up to 
Flaven in a Cloud, and ther Enemies beheld them; and the 2 

2322·ô . ww yy ou 


Superſtitions of their Education, brought in with them 


ook'd on as a rifing Party or Faction that meant to make a 
igure in this World. By theſe Means Chriftianity was 


tread the holy City under Foot 42 Months: So that the 


Fon of the Chriſtian Church, and before the Fall of Hea- 
X. lt places the End of this 42 Months, or 1260 Days, 
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but a tenth Parr of it, and which feil by the Hand of the 


TT & Þ 

Hour was there a great Earth,uake, and the tenth Part of the G 

1 fell, If this Fall of the tenth Part of the City be the 

ail of the Greek Church and Kingdom, which, from the 
Time of the breaking of the Empire, was no more the Cit 


Furks, the great Event of the ſixth Trumpet, in the Year| 
1453: Then, if we count 1260 Years backward from 
thence, the Beginning of them will be near the End of thy 


ſecond Century. 3 1 
O. As this Fall of the tenth Part of the City is faid to be rir 
at the Time of the Exaltation of the Witneſſes, after their Nom 
Reſurrection, what Event happened, not long before that, ſica 
like the killing of the Witnefles? _ ot 
X. If theſe two Witneſſes be the Old Teſtament and the Mica 
New, there was a famous Contention with the Church about Mpea 
their Teſtimony, carried on by War and much Bloodſhed {Who 
in Bohemia, from the Time of the Council of Cenſtance, till ion 
it iſſued in the Reconciliation of the contending Parties, Tre 
upon the Extermination of the Taborites, who obſtinarely rei 
maintAin'd the Teſtimony of the Witneſſes againſt the Church, Noe 
and in that notable Decree of the Council of Baſil, about ¶ ur 
Communion in both Kinds, whereby theſe' Witnetſes were o 
plainly ſacrific'd to the Authority of the Church, tubdued un- 
der it, and their Teſtimony render'd utteriy of none Effect. 
to the People of the Nations. This was in the Year 1437. {WW © 
©. And what ſhall be the Event for their Reſurrection and ma 
Exaltation ? t r. 
X. The Revival of the ancient Scripture Profeſſion of Ne 
Chriſtianity, in the Brethren of Bohemia, who being animat- Re. 
ed by the Spirit of the Scriptures, wholly ſeparated them- Wk < 
ſelves from the Papiſts and from the Calixſiines, now join'd to (Pe 
them, and having chooſed Miniſters of the Church of their Hh. 
own Company, without Regard to human Learning, or any up 
other Teaching, bur what the Spirit of GOD gave them by Rur 
a Tranſlation of the Scriptures, they ſet up See Eve 
of their own, which, in Midſt of various Perſecutions and nd 
manifold Afflictions, were preſerved in Moravia, Bohemia, Per 
Poland, and other Places, till the Reformation from Popery e! 
came to take Place in the ſeveral Proteſtant Nations. Thus dhe 
the Witneſſes appeared alive again, and exalted above Phi- f 
loſophy, Tradition, and all Dependance upon the Authority 9 


of the Church, or of Synods and Councils, which he no 
hp ET N where 


chere the Caſe, for about 1260 Years before this notable R. 
vent happened. Þ nd „ Ci a4 roars 
©. Were not theſe bold Fellows, who ſeparated from the 
hurch at that Time of Day, the Walden/es? | "Ig: 
X. The V aldenſes had been long before this notable Sepa- 
ation of the Brechren of Bohemia, They differed from the 
allen ſes, and found Fault with them on two Points, pretty 
emarkabie, in a Letter to them of Auſtria, A. D. 1467. 
3. They were much offended with them for diſſembling their 
Principles at any. Time, and attending the Worſhip of the 
man Church, which they themſelves condemned in their 
arts; thus baſely profaning and polluting themſelves, and 
ot confeſſing with tneir Mouth as they believed in their 
cart. 2. They condemned the H aldenſes for the Care in 
eaping up Goid and Silver that they obſerved about them, 
hough the End of it was to heip them in Time of Perſecu- 
ion: For they judged it inconſiſtent with laying up our 
Treaſure in Heaven, and with thinking that the Evil of the 


ly reſent Day is ſuthcient to it; and they reckoned, according 
Wo our LORD's Saying, here your Treaſure is, there will 
"ut or Heart be alſo, that in the End, they would principally re- 
ere on that which they had ſpared and laid up for themſelves 
an- the Earth. Luiber ſays of the Brethren of Bohemia, 


That they were pl..ch'd by Poverty, which they relieved 
F by the Labour of their Hards.” And indeed it was no 
mali Evidence of the Power of the Goſpel upon them, that 
t reconciled them to Poverty, and taught them to bear their 
Wro's patiently, without ever thinking of defending their 
at- Religion by the Sword, as did the Waldenſes and Albigenſes. + 
' ©. 1 dare fay, this is as like the Spirit that breathes in the 
Pew Teſtiment, as any Thing that could be ſeen among 
$-briftians, fince the Time when Chriſtianity began to be cor- 


ny upted. And certainly it was no leſs proper for the Scrip+ 
by ure Prophecy to take Notice of this, than of many other 
ons Events to which Interpreters have applied it. This was 
nd {indeed a remarkable Event relating to Chriſtianity and the 
ia, Periptures, after the Corruption of that Religion had come 
ery Ie its Height, and the Authority of the Church had trium- 
bus {ned over the Scriptures. And ſo you make this the End | 
hi- If the firſt Reckoning of the 1260 Days, or 42 Months. 
iry But you hold the Time we now live in, as the End of the 
no 


Months applied to the Beaſt with ten Horns, or of ren 
VP » 2 nel's 


Nies 
2% * 4 


_ paſt, even among thoſe who are Gainers by the national Re 


dom; eſpecially if it ſhall appear, at the ſame Time, thi 


Mi!ultitude; and when theſe failed, it would cnn har 
But, as the World is not now to be impoſed on with Sig 


And how then can any Profeſſion of the primitive Chriſta 


do now. Theſe Men who have the Front to reſiſf the Truth 
Day, as did the Saducees at Jeruſalem, and the Philoſopher 


ſaical Jews, in moſt Places, and by the Craftſmen at Epteſi, 


Philippi, to mob the very Apoſtles. And the Miracles wrought 


_ Fours of the Religion of their Nation, againſt that 1 


. 

mies Time; Times and an Half. And indeed 1 muſt o Cl 
this is a Time of Darkneſs to the Kingdom of the Clerę r a. 
I am not ſurpriſed to find them apprehenſive of the Dange 

of their Church, by that polite Chriſtianity which come 
a- pace in the Room of the ſuperſtitious Chriſtianity whid 
has been ſo long beneficial to them. And indeed, if it go ui 
and gain Ground as faſt as it has been doing for me fi | 


ligion, nothing can tend more to the Ruin of their King 


'true Chriſtianity is the Reverſe of a national Religion. 

A. Thus you have fixt the prophetick Times! And nos 
if the true Profeſſion of Chriſtianity remain only with ſud 
a People as theſe who are pretending to it, in Oppoſition t 
the national Religion, I muſt ſay it is at a far lower Pi 
than is the Kingdom of Antichriſt. It is faid, that Chr 
ſtianity, in its firſt and loweſt Condition, was ſupported h 
Signs and Wonders that raiſed Attention, and awed th 


Junk, if it had not got the Support of the ſecular Powe 


and Miracles, nothing of this Kind can be pretended to 


ty ſtand or ſubſiſt long againſt national Chriſtianity ? 

XK. There were Epecureans as well as Saducees in the World 
when the Teſtimony concerning Chriſt's Reſurrection cans 
firſt Abroad in it, attended with Signs and Wonders, and 
with diverſe Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
theſe were as witty ſatyrical Fellows, and laugh'd as much 
at every Thing above their Reach, as our 4thieſts or Dif" 


of the Reſurrection, conſidering how it is atteſted, woull 
have treat it in the ſame Manner, if it had happen'din theit 


at Athens : Yea, the Multitude was not ſo much awed by tht 
Miracles, but that they were eaſily inſtigated by the Phar. 


and by theſe who made a Gain of the Devil's Propheteſs 4 


by the Apoſtles, with the ſame Deſign, would not hind! 
our Multitude from behaving in the ſame Manner, in 


2? 7} 
oily Chriſtianity that was taught and inſfituted by the Apoſtles, 
erg r againſt the Apoſtles themſelves, if now alive, and work- 
"Miracles ; for, if they will not hear the Scriptures, nei · 
om her will 8 perſwaded though one roſe from the Dead. 
hid But if any ſnould now pretend to any Thing like the A- 
o a oſtolick Miracles, they would, by that very Pretence, de- 
inWlare that the Revelation already made in the Scriptures is 
Not compleat, or not yet ſufficiently documented to have 
Tine ome from God; and therefore, would be juſtiy ſuſpected of 
Waking themſelves liable to the Curie pronounced in the End 
fihe New T<ftament. 
noni There were Signs and Wonders accompanying Antichrift ; 
ad all the Antichriſtian World boaſts, one Way or other, of 
n igus and Wonders wrought in Confirmation of the Religi- 
of their Nation. But theſe are no more equal to the Si 
d Miracles that attended the giving out of the New Teta. 
ent Revelation, than theſe Things done by the Magici- 
ns of Zeypt came the full Length of the Signs and Won- 
hanfiWers that che Lord wronght by Hoſes. And of this Sort are 
wer ll the Signs that have no other Uſe in the Minds of Men, 
ut to ſeduce them from the Kingdom that's not of this 
orld, and to confirm them in Subjection to Church Au- 
nority ſupported with ſecular Power. 5 
The New Teftament declares, That when the Chriſtian 
evelation ſhould be perfect, or compleatly given out, the 
anWxcraordinary Things that accompanied it while it was in 
andoming forth, ſhouid vaniſh away and ceaſe, for then the 
ſe and End of them ccaſed: And i ſtead of any other 
Thing coming in Place of them, to make the Goſpel regard- 
Ed, we arc told, There remain Faith, Hope, and Charity the 
prearcft of theſe Turce, Which exce: all the extraordinary 
Gifts Wherever theſe are produced by the Goſpel, and ap- 
nel! Wear in the P. ofeffion or ourward Practice of them, there 
cr ls Chriſtianity in its Power; there it ſhews it ſelf in its pro- 
per Glory, and will raiſe Attention, and be oppoſed by the 


o U 


atl- ¶ Antichriſtian Moria, that has the Form of Godlineſs, deny- 
ning the Power of it, yea, and be hated by the polite Chri- 


; 0 Wftians, as well as the Superſtitious. Nevertheleſs, Faith will 
be very rare on the Earth when Chriſt comes. | 
det A. And muft not they pretend to ſomething extraordinary, 

who ſet up illiterate . to proach, and Ry to 


[ 


them as their Teachers? Muſt they not hold them a {corde 


- ſpir'd? 3 1 | to ob 
X. I do not hear that the I aldenſes, the Followers of Mlgians 
er Valdo, pretended to 1 or Wonders; yet [uy gard 

es in 


. pive this Account of them, Jaldo being a Perſon of iq 
Learning, explain'd the New Teſtament to them in the yy 
gar Tongue; he inſtructed them ſo well, that they tod 
2 Fancy --- to preach and teach, altho' they were bur Lai 
. « and without Miſſion. The Clergy of Lyons having n 
4 buk'd them, they began to declaim . 9 Ecclefiafticks 
And again he ſays of them, Being deſirous to make up 


Society of Perſons that ſhould practiſe the Pecepts ofh iph 
4 Goſpel, according to the Letter, and renew the Apithe 
% Manner of Life, they embrac'd ſeveral ſuperſtitious PH A 

E tices ; | afterward they aſſum'd to themſeves the Powet Mof t 


4 preaching, altho' Laicks, and without Miſſion. The Cley 
* oppoſing their preaching, they ſtood up againſt the Prelus 
4 and ſhook off the Yoke of Obedience.“ Nor did the br 
.thren of Hobemia pretend to any Signs or Wonders, but rel 
In theſe wrought by the Prophets and Apoſtles, whom Alt 
they held as inſpir'd by the Spirit of GOD, to make the k 
velation of his Mind and Will to Men; yet, for a long Ti 
they had none but illiterate Teachers; for, as Luther fi 
of them, while they endeavour'd to avoid the Briers a 
Bogs wherein the Sophiſters and Monks were intangle 
they wholly abſtain'd from all Study of the Arts, beiy 
withal pinch'd by Poverty, which they reliev'd by the L 
bour of their Hands. And while he commends them high) 
for their wonderful Skill and Readineſs in the Scriprurts 
he at the ſame. Time complains, That not only the Gra 
and Hebrew Tongues, but the Latin alſo, were, in a Ma 
ner, loft to them. So that it is no new Thing, you ſet, 
among the practical Believers of the Goſpel, to ſet up i 
literate Tradeſmen to preach, and ſubmit to them as thel 
Teachers, without holding them as inſpir'd. 5 
So likewiſe this People deny Inſpiration to ordinaf 
Teachers, who bave no Commiſſion to make any new Bt 
velation, as the Apoſtles and Prophets had; but to teach, er 
hort and guide the Church, in the Obſervation of al} Thing 
whatſoever Chriſt commanded the Apoſtles, as they are wt 
ten in the Scriptures, and were obſerved by the firſt Chi 
ſians, under the Direction of the Apoſtles, who bave he 
6 3 e _ 


„ 2 
. erded their Practice, and the Things they taught them 
to obſerve, in the Ne Teſtament, to be followed by Chri- 
f Ml ftians to the End of the World: Therefore, this People: re- 
gad the Reading of the inſpired Writings in their Church - 
es more than the Teaching of any Man whatſoever; and all 
that their Paſtors and Teachers have to fay, muſt be exa- 
min d by the Scriptures: For they can only explain the 
Scriptures to them by the Scriptures, and-they guide them 
as a People. ſhewing themſelves willing to obey the Words 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſpeaks to them in the Scriptures, and 
not the Words of Men; and becauſe they are the Dif- 
iples of Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhould call no Man Maſter on 
the Earth. | ge 3 1 = 
A. But how can illiterate Men excel in the Knowledge 
of the Scriptures, if there be not ſomething extraordinary 
in the Caſe ? 3 SPN 
X. Though the Criticks and metaphyſical ctors have 
turn'd the Goſpel into a Sort of Science, to de taught and 
learn'd as other Sciences are, by Men ho propoſe to make 
Gain of it in the World, as it now ſtands; yet indeed it 
Is not a Science, or human Art, but, as it calls itſelf, a 
Word f Faith, and that not human, but divine. The Apoftles 
pod the Wiſdom of GOD in this Word of Faith which 
they preach'd, unto the Wiſdom of the Scribe and the Dif 
puter of this World; and if you conſider their Writings, I 
reckon you will not think they favour of our Schools. As 
Man may excel in Science who has no Taſte of the Word 
of Faith, ſo may one excel in the Knowledge of the Word 
ff Faith who is a great Stranger to what we call Science. 
It is not Criticiſm or Philoſophy that brings Men to the 
Faith, nor can it build them up in it. I was once com- 
mending our Friend here as a Critick upon the New Te- 
ſtament ; but what Sort of a Chriſtian Teacher, or Guide, 
do you think would he make ? 
„. And you may as well ſay, how can an illiterate Man excel 
1217 in Faith, Hope and Charity? For theſe depend wholly on 
a true Knowledge of the Scripture ; or how can one excel in 
Prayer? wherein I have ſeen a Cow-Herd excelling learn'd 
hinge Divines : For, whatever Difference be thought of "rw1xt 
ume the Gifts of Prayer and of Preaching, yet both are the Gifts 
Chr of Jeſus Chriſt, who gives Peſtors and Teachers to his 
e fei Church; and though . be ſome Way aped, they 
1 K 2 can 
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2 S may be 4d again all f 

keene Illumination, and ach  irſelf; and eſpecially ; 

gainſt eee Charity 77 Which is declar d to ex 

11 Kiomledge of 1 My yſteries, And if. na A <p 
ift. gion, carry: 


Endowment, 506 GOD in Rei 

further than the Force of Nature ang | 

ted, there is ah End of che Chriſtian Religion. 
1 85 1 ve enquir d into the Principles at Wer 

your. & 1 5 ſhould enquire more particularly into the 

Church © Narr and Worſhip, I ſuppoſe you would refer me 

HE New Teſtament, as their only. DireſForys and perhap 

| Taſpe& me of intending to join them. 

1185 ed arp by u condeſegnd to examine their Order aul 


Ry 


Marr New Teſtament, you'll find then 
ready . Vw Thing ie you can ſhew them not to 
be founded Te d-as ready to hearken” to you pointiny 
out any Thi Tt Book, that's yet overlook'd by them; 


and for this ae vate willing to bear t e Reproach of Change 
ableneſs and Uaftabiliry. And indeed, I wiſh you never dc 
worſe than become one of them. 

. Upon the whole, I muſt acknowled „if there beay 
_ Chriſtianity in the World, this mul | be the Profcflio 
Ot It. x 
A. But it is a Whim at beſt, ht cannot ſubſiſt long 
and I cannot vindicate you from being whimſical, u 
troubling your Head ſo much .about it as you have done. 

©. If they purſue theſe Principles, : and 1100 to them, they 
will put me eSthink. | 
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